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July 5th., 1939.

Dear Mr. Berenson:

My cousin, Georges, has just forwarded to me your kind lines of June
22nd., in reference to our Giov. Bellini portrait, as he thought, evidently,
that the painting being here, I had the full documentation about it.

However, I do not find these documents here, but it is definitely on your
recommendation that I purchased this painting, as you were most
enthusiastic about it, and being unable to quote the words of your letter,
as you request us to do, I can only quote your incisive statement as I
have always remembered it - that it was 'Giov. Bellini at this best', and
furthermore, if I recollect well, you compared it to the Portrait in the
Mellon Collection and dated our's around 1490.

At the same time, there is some information as regards the pedigree you
gave us which has escaped my memory - this portrait had long been
known to you and you gave us the names of the different collections it
had been in.  If you could, when you write to Herold Parsons, send me a
few lines giving me again this pedigree, I would be indeed, obliged to
you.  As you may recall, I purchased this painting through an
intermediary who was not posted on its previous whereabouts.

I am enclosing a photograph of this portrait.  Unfortunately the print is
not a very good one, but I am sending it along so that it will make
tomorrow's boat.

May I also add that I am sailing for Europe at practically the same time
that this letter will leave, so that you will shortly be able to reach me
through my Paris office.

While I have an opportunity of writing to you, I also want to thank you for
having so kindly allowed me to mention your name in the catalogue

t.s.v.p...................
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