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and very much to my satisfaction. Normally he would play for a long
time every evening while | would write; thus, neither of us interfaced with
the other. Unfortunately this idyllic situation was not to continue for long.

| do not presume to claim guiltlessness in this matter because | haven't
much idea of how | appeared to Perk. But it soon became evident to me
that Perk and | had gotten along much better as friends with casual
contacts than as roommates subjected to each other's company daily.
Perk was a big, broad-shouldered, heavyset, handsome, florid-faced
Irishman with a fine mind and great pride in his race, religion,
intelligence and talents. Moreover, he hadn't the slightest diffidence in
expressing his thoughts on these matters to anybody, friend or enemy,
high or low estate. As I've previously mentioned, Perk once had no
hesitation in writing to Gerald Swope, the GE president, regarding Perk's
thoughts on qualifications to belong to the Elfun Society, and they were
anything but flattering to Mr. Swope or anyone else in the upper
echelons of the Company. Also, as I've recounted, Perk once
demonstrated his dissatisfaction with the Company by leaving it to go to
Chile briefly with one of the copper companies but soon realized his
mistake and returned to the fold. At his best, Perk was one of the most
charming guys I've ever known, and at his worse, one of the most
arrogant and disturbing. He had enormous talent but he lacked
something in the way of taste or feel which would have allowed him to
go much farther than he did. To Perk, absolute frankness was a virtue
standing very near the top of the list and in pursuing this virtue, Perk
alienated many people. For example, one day | happened to mention
that my namesake, Joshua Forman, had been the founder of Syracuse,
to which Perk replied with a heavy sneer, "What does that make you, an
Elk?" Perk resented deeply, any suggestion, even hint, by anyone, that
they were in any way superior to himself and while | don't know his
family background, | suspect he was not over two generations away
from the immigrant level based on his reactions to such things as this
one of mine. It may even have been some reference to having
"Mayflower" ancestors that teed him off but | think it was Joshua. Perk
was a strong Catholic and | think he was very much of a bigot in this
regard although he didn't seem to seek out arguments over religion--if
he had, he and | wouldn't have lasted very long together. As it was, |
asked him to take me to Mass one Sunday, which he did, but | was
unimpressed and failed to repeat--the whole thing was completely over
my head and delivered largely in Latin and unintelligible chants and
singsongs which meant nothing to me. But Perk had a great sense of
humor, high intelligence, a love of good music, love of a good time, and
most of the time we got along well together. | think that my conclusion
about "Batching it" with Perk is summed up quite well in the following
excerpt from my diary of February 4,1932, three days after my arrival:

mnd vary sk ta my sabisfection, Seamally b would pley foo
a Tong tlos avary avealng whils 1 woold writay thos, msitbe®
of o8 intecfaradl with tha otiar, Dafortmmasely tkls idelile
alEigiklon Wil Aot Lo cohlific for Lefds

T do nas presass o cladn gullic]sssmass in =his gatias
cocea 1 heman't much [des of how I sppaaced to Tech. Daf
Baon bocas ovident o pe 1EY Pers and § had gesoan along
wich [wtrer s frlsnds with cemel contscew thoes @ mocomaked
sebjactod 2 mach cthec's coopany dedly. Mech s & by,
(! d-shorldorad; 3 , hndaone, flarid-fased I-lokman
ulih & flire mind sad great prida in his Tece, meligion, latsl-
1Lpancs ard talants, Besscver, be Gadntt the sllghrest dLEE]
darca da exprmssdag his Ehights o Uhids BACTATE o EEybody,
Frdead af saray, hiph or low stwia, Az ['va proviccely oin-
tionmd, Fatk ooce hed rm hedltabion in UELELRE To GEFS00
Herpe, the B pregldeac, cegerding Park'as thooghta on guali-
fipacions t= balong t= the Dfem Ssclaty, omd they ware S
thing bubt flettetleg bo ME, HBope &F Sopshe 8186 (3 tha up-
pbF Echione of the Commany, Alms, an I"wve recounted, Park
gece Gsmormbrabed bls dlssardsfection wloh the Conppany by
Learelrg B0 b0 go te Caile briefiy with oam of tha coppas com-
panLEE Bt SE Tan]laed kis nistsks srd catesned to ke Eolds
&b Bz Tawt, Fack vmi ooe af the so@t charming e L9 S
keoam, ard &t bds worel; one of 1he meat arregaees ered dlabuck-
Legge o heed empsmaies calent but bs lacked soowthlax Ln the W
af reats or fesl which woold Bove sllossd Bin to go oo fans
thar than ke 224, Ta Pack, shiéclutn Freskreis S9d & WiTtue
atimdlag weey fbdr tha top of cha Jlaz erd En pursoley BRIS
wirtos, Pack siilsratad ceor pecpls. For cxesple; ofe day T
bsppenad to mentich thal ny nesesaks, Jeshus Fesman, kel been
e Eoigeder of dpraooes, to which Park replisd with o Baevy
apsar, "Bt docy thet meke you, en Elk?T Peth fedsfiliéd deige
by, iy sapceetlen; evwen Bint, bWy sapone, that thay wers in
avy way suparior to hioself aed while T dm 't koow 5i6 Lim-
11y backgromad, 1 swdpet be w3 ok oeer Lun pineracionn
furr from Bk lmalgrant 1ewvel based én kia pesotlons 2o such
ehings s this omg of mirs, Tcomsy avea howe been pome reddi-
ance te haviag eyflowss™ ascosbora thit Edsed his off bot 1
Ehipk i wus Joajas, Perk wss & sgrang (acholic emd 1 think
h wan vary eooh of 8 Bgsk in thkds regerd altheagh b o
moam b #eek caib arpomeotdi over celiflsh—8f ke had, b
wrildn it haes Jantsd wery Ioag tepschap, in LIE vam, 1 adks
hiz te take oo to Bass ono Sundey, whith &e 04, buc T wws on-
irprmised and falied te répeac—cgha whels ching van complatés
1§ el i hedd and Ssliversd largaly In Letin ard wnlscel i
ElEla charss end alrgscege whilck ssamt mathlag be né. FeT
Pack ted & great sanes of bmor, high intelllpics, s love of
poed missle, Bowe of & good thes, sd seat of the tl=d W ges
mleng wall tegathar, [ think shas oy conclmaion aboet “Reitche
Iag 1¢" with Dafk L# S@med W qulte usll In tha Sollowdig ecs
carpt Frem mr dlicy of Pebmacy &, 1911, bheee dips mfter =y
Arriead |

Forman H. Craton - 1932 - 1933 - Diary
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-19-2024 02:13:18

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives Center - NMAH



Smithsonian Institution
Archives Center - NMAH

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives Center - NMAH


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

