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cunning workmanship; let their forms be symmetrical, beautiful, and
perfect; let their bases be upon solid rocks, and their summits lean
against the unchanging blue, overhanging sky, and let them endure
forever!  But while in the abundance of your wealth, and in the fulness of
your just and patriotic devotion, you do all this, we entreat you to
despise not the humble offering we this day unveil to view; for while
Abraham Lincoln saved for you a country, he delivered us from a
bondage, according to Jefferson, one hour of which was worse than
ages of the oppression your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose.

Fellow-citizens, ours is no new-born zeal and devotion--merely a thing of
this moment. The name of Abraham Lincoln was near and dear to our
hearts in the darkest and most perilous hours of the Republic. We were
no more ashamed of him when shrouded in clouds of darkness, of
doubt, and defeat than when we saw him crowned with victory, honor,
and glory. Our faith in him was often taxed and strained to the uttermost,
but it never failed. When he tarried long in the mountain; when he
strangely told us that we were the cause of the war; when he still more
strangely told us to leave the land in which we were born; when he
refused to employ our arms in defence of the Union; when, after
accepting our services as colored soldiers, he refused to retaliate our
murder and torture as colored prisoners; when he told us he would save
the Union if he could with slavery; when he revoked the Proclamation of
Emancipation of General Frémont; when he refused to remove the
popular commander of the Army of the Potomac, in the days of its
inaction and defeat, who was more zealous in his efforts to protect
slavery than to suppress rebellion; when we saw all this, and more, we
were at times grieved, stunned, and greatly bewildered; but our hearts
believed while they ached and bled. Nor was this, even at that time, a
blind and unreasoning superstition. Despite the mist and haze
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that surrounded him; despite the tumult, the hurry, and confusion of the
hour, we were able to take a comprehensive view of Abraham Lincoln,
and to make reasonable allowance for the circumstances of his position.
We saw him, measured him, and estimated him; not by stray utterances
to injudicious and tedious delegations, who often tried his patience; not
by isolated facts torn from their connection; not by any partial and
imperfect glimpses, caught at inopportune moments; but by a broad
survey, in the light of the stern logic of great events, and in view of that
divinity which shapes our ends, rough hew them how we will, we came
to the conclusion that the hour and the man of our redemption had
somehow met in the person of Abraham Lincoln.  It mattered little to us
what language he might employ on special occasions; it mattered little to
us, when we fully knew him, whether he was swift or slow in his
movements; it was enough for us that Abraham Lincoln was at the head
of a great movement, and was in living and earnest sympathy with that
movement, which, in the nature of things, must go on until slavery
should be utterly and forever abolished in the United States.

When, therefore, it shall be asked what we have to do with the memory
of Abraham Lincoln, or what Abraham Lincoln had to do with us, the
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answer is ready, full, and complete.  Though he loved Caesar less than
Rome, though the Union was more to him than our freedom or our
future, under his wise and beneficent rule we saw ourselves gradually
lifted from the depths of slavery to the heights of liberty and manhood;
under his wise and beneficent rule, and by measures approved and
vigorously pressed by him, we saw that the handwriting of ages, in the
form of prejudice and proscription, was rapidly fading away from the
face of our whole country; under his rule, and in due time, about as soon
after all as the country could tolerate the strange spectacle, we saw our
brave sons and brothers laying off the
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