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10
the colored race.  Looking back to his times and to the condition of his
country, we are compelled to admit that this unfriendly feeling on his part
may be safely set down as one element of his wonderful success in
organizing the loyal American people for the tremendous conflict before
them, and bringing them safely through that conflict.  His great mission
was to accomplish two things: first, to save his country from
dismemberment and ruin ; and second, to free his country from the great
crime of slavery.  To do one or the other, or both, he must have the
earnest sympathy and the powerful co-operation of his loyal fellow-
countrymen.  Without this primary and essential condition to success his
efforts must have been vain and utterly fruitless.  Had he put the
abolition of slavery before the salvation of the Union, he would have
inevitably driven from him a powerful class of the American people and
rendered resistance to rebellion impossible.  Viewed from the genuine
abolition ground, Mr. Lincoln seemed tardy, cold, dull, and indifferent ;
but measuring him by the sentiment of his country, a sentiment he was
bound as a statesman to consult, he was swift, zealous, radical, and
determined.

Though Mr. Lincoln shared the prejudices of his white fellow-countrymen
against the negro, it is hardly necessary to say that in his heart of hearts
he loathed and hated slavery.*  The man who could say, "Fondly do we
hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war shall soon
pass away, yet if God wills it continue till all the wealth piled by two
hundred years of bondage shall have been wasted, and each drop of
blood drawn by the lash shall have been paid for by one drawn by the
sword, the

[[line across page]]
[[footnote]] *"I am naturally anti-slavery. If slavery is not wrong, nothing
is wrong. I cannot remember when I did not so think and feel " —Letter
of Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Hughes, of Kentucky, April 4, 1864.
[[end page]]
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judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether" gives all
needed proof of his feeling on the subject of slavery. He was willing,
while the South was loyal, that it should have its pound of flesh, because
he thought that it was so nominated in the bond; but farther than this no
earthly power could make him go.

Fellow-citizens, whatever else in this world may be partial, unjust, and
uncertain, time, time! is impartial, just, and certain in its action. In the
realm of mind, as well as in the realm of matter, it is a great worker, and
often works wonders. The honest and comprehensive statesman, clearly
discerning the needs of his country, and earnestly endeavoring to do his
whole duty, though covered and blistered with reproaches, may safely
leave his course to the silent judgment of time. Few great public men
have ever been the victims of fiercer denunciation than Abraham Lincoln
was during his administration. He was often wounded in the house of his
friends. Reproaches came thick and fast upon him from within and form
without, and from opposite quarters. He was assailed by Abolitionists;
he was assailed by slaveholders; he was assailed by the men who were
for peace at any price; he was assailed by those who were for a more
vigorous prosecution of the war; he was assailed for not making the war
an abolition war; and he was most bitterly assailed for making the war
an abolition war.
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But now behold the change: the judgment of the present hour is, that
taking him for all in all, measuring the tremendous magnitude of the
work before him, considering the necessary means to ends, and
surveying the end from the beginning, infinite wisdom has seldom sent
any man into the world better fitted for his mission than Abraham
Lincoln. His birth, his training, and his natural endowments, both mental
and physical, were strongly in his favor. Born and reared among the
lowly, a stranger to wealth and luxury, compelled to
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