
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

Proceedings of the Board of Regents Meeting held on September 22, 1980
Extracted on Mar-28-2024 06:11:46

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/13109
https://transcription.si.edu/project/13109


    

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

-56-

[[underline]] The National Symphony Orchestra [[/underline]]

The Secretary informed the Regents that there had been considerable
discussion of a possible linkage between the Smithsonian Institution and
the National Symphony Orchestra, sparked primarily by the financial
crisis facing the Symphony. The Symphony's immediate problem is a
projected total deficit of $2.5 million by the end of fiscal year 1981. The
Secretary had been a party in discussions with Symphony Board
members and Chairman Yates of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee. The suggestion had been made that funds could be
appropriated for the Symphony and passed through the Smithsonian
budget.

It was noted that the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee had just
marked up the fiscal year 1981 appropriations bill and had included the
requisite funds in the budget of the National Park Service, not the
Smithsonian.

In their discussion the Regents reached a consensus that the most
reasonable long-term solution to the Symphony's funding problems
should involve direct appropriations to the Kennedy Center, for which
the Symphony would serve as the "house orchestra." It was noted that
similar such arrangements have been made in major metropolitan areas
throughout the nation with funding supplemented by local government
and corporate sponsorship.
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