
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

Proceedings of the Board of Regents Meeting held on September 19, 1983
Extracted on Apr-23-2024 07:16:42

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/14818
https://transcription.si.edu/project/14818


     

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

-83-

[[underlined]]Television and Film[[/underlined]]

[[underlined]]Smithsonian World [[/underlined]] is well into production.
Its seven one-hour magazine-type programs will be broadcast monthly
(with some repeats) on the Public Broadcasting System beginning on
Wednesday, February 15, 1984 at 8 p.m.  Each program deals with a
central theme.  The first show will open with a one-minute introductory
"View from the Castle" by Secretary Ripley.  As television consultant
Tom Wolf has reported, the program entitled "Time and Light," slated to
be the first or second show,

...opens with host David McCullough on camera at the Multiple-Mirror
Telescope at Mount Hopkins in Arizona.  He say:  "This may not look
much like the Smithsonian Institution, but it is....The Smithsonian isn't
just a group of museums in Washington.  It includes places like this.  In
fact it reaches around the world.  That's what our series is all about --
everything that interests the Smithsonian, and that means everything --
in science, arts and the humanities.  The Multiple -- Mirror Telescope,
like all telescopes, is a time machine.  When we look at the light from the
stars, we are actually looking back in time.  And that's what this hour is
all about:  time and light."

The program then looks at several stories which center on time and/or
light:  [[underlined]] Bamboo [[/underlined]], one of the world's strangest
clocks.  Every member of a given species blooms and dies at the same
time no matter where it grows.  A Smithsonian botanist is trying to
discover why.  [[underlined]] Sea Urchins [[/underlined]], being studied at
the SI research station on Carrie Bow Cay, by paleontologist Porter Kier,
are helping refine Darwin's theory and creating an impeccable calendar
of evolutionary time.  The [[underlined]] Time Museum [[/underlined]] in
Rockford, Ill., affords a fascinating look at devices that have told time in
the past.  The [[underlined]] Tower of the Winds [[/underlined]] in Vatican
City unlocks the story of the Gregorian calendar, courtesy of the earth's
strongest light:  the sun.  And the sun, in turn, has a story of
anthropology to tell through the architecture of religious edifices in the
U.S.

The show ends where it started -- at the MMT -- with McCullough
speculating on what the Space Telescope may show us:  "Perhaps we
may be able to look back at light that was created more than 10 billion
years ago -- evidence from the day the universe itself was born -- Day
One -- the beginning of time.  In the depths of space time and light are
one."
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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