
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

Proceedings of the Board of Regents Meeting held on May 6, 1985
Extracted on Apr-18-2024 03:22:39

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/15046
https://transcription.si.edu/project/15046


        

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

-v-

Recommendations on the use or allocation of these funds will be
presented at the September meeting.

[[underlined]] Fiscal Year 1986: [[/underlined]] Federal estimates for
fiscal year 1986 have been adjusted to reflect the final budget as
submitted to the Congress in January. Changes were made to the
Salaries and Expenses request primarily due to uncertainties regarding
equipment for the Museum Support Center. The restoration and
Renovation of Buildings request was increased for construction projects
at the Tropical Research Institute. As forecast in January, Federal
Grants and Contracts and associated overhead recovery have been
decreased due to the reduction and delay in funding for several NASA-
funded projects at the Astrophysical Observatory. Preparation of the
1986 trust budget is just beginning.

[[underlined]] Other Matters: [[/underlined]] An agreement has been
completed with Sotheby's for the auction in June 1985 of the Rolls
Royce donated to the Cooper-Hewitt by John Lennon and Yoko Ono.
The estimated sales price is between $200,000 and $300,000. Proceeds
from the sale will be applied to the Cooper-Hewitt capital campaign.

The Secretary has authorized an advance of $300,000 to the National
Air and Space Museum to test further the potential for an Air and Space
magazine edited for a general audience. The test will be conducted
under the auspices of the [[underlined]] Smithsonian [[/underlined]]
magazine staff.

[[underlined]] Secretary's Report [[/underlined]]

Secretary Adams presented a number of topics which were quite
tentative or of rather recent origin as the business of the Institution and
which were therefore not reflected in the status reports and other
agenda papers distributed in advance of the meeting.

Mr. Adams reminded the Regents of the Smithsonian's interest in
working with the National Academy of Sciences to establish a National
Science Resources Center to reinvigorate the teaching of science and
mathematics in the nation's schools. They reported on a recent planning
conference at the National Academy where it was learned that the
previously cited unmet needs in science education are becoming
increasingly acute. It also surfaced at the conference that there is high
interest in the Center from both the corporate side and the education
section of the National Science Foundation. The Center would not
undertake the development of new curricula but would rather test new
ideas and disseminate innovations to enhance existing curricula. It
would have the dual objectives of trying to increase the amount of
science education being offered in the schools and to inspire excellence
in science and math for the relative handful of extremely promising
young students. The Secretary thought this would be an important form
of outreach with which the Smithsonian should be associated.

Mr. Adams reported that a high-level committee is being formed to
assist in the Cooper-Hewitt Museum's capital campaign for $11.5
million. The committee has attracted the participation of six members of
the National Board of Smithsonian Associates among others. In the
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meanwhile, legislation has been introduced in the House and the Senate
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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