
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

Proceedings of the Board of Regents Meeting held on January 27, 1986
Extracted on Apr-19-2024 01:23:52

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/15055
https://transcription.si.edu/project/15055


        

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

-iv-

Forms SI-1085, 'Confidential Statement of Employment and Financial
Interests,' for Calendar Year 1984," from which the Committee agreed
that the financial reporting procedures for those key staff who must
report have functioned in accordance with established guidelines.

[[underlined]] Report of the ad hoc Committee on Food Services
[[/underlined]]

Senator Sasser reported that the [[underlined]] ad hoc [[/underlined]]
committee on food services met on December 12, 1985. Smithsonian
staff, Messrs. Jameson, Clarke, and Hobbins, reported on current
crowding at the Air and Space Museum restaurant, the status of current
food service contracts, and future proposals for the construction and
operation of modernized restaurant facilities, principally at the Air and
Space Museum.

As a result of its deliberations, the [[underlined]] ad hoc [[/underlined]]
committee offered the following findings and recommendations for
consideration by the Board of Regents:

1.  The current restaurant facilities at the Air and Space Museum are
clearly outmoded and are not providing suitable food services for the
many thousands of visitors who frequent the facility daily. The Board
should proceed with a decision to authorize construction of a new
terrace restaurant at the Museum and to authorize new Requests for
Proposals (RFPs) to be issued to serve as the basis for the selection of
a food service contractor.

2.  The [[underlined]] ad hoc [[/underlined]] committee, taking due note
of the past history of the original request for proposal, expects that such
history will not prejudice any decision by the Smithsonian with respect to
any application from the Marriott Corporation or any other vendor in
response to any forthcoming RFP.

3.  The [[underlined]] ad hoc [[/underlined]] committee believes that
serious consideration should be given to the financing of the new
restaurant facilities at the National Air and Space Museum from internal
borrowing by the Smithsonian or, especially in light of favorable interest
rate considerations, borrowing that may be forthcoming from local
financial institutions. The Board of Regents should carefully examine the
decision to finance this project on the basis of internal borrowing to
insure that no undue future liability over and beyond that which would be
covered by new income generated by the facility would accrue to the
Smithsonian from this arrangement. The committee noted that the
Marriott-LeRoy Corporation continues to contend that it would be far
more advantageous to the Smithsonian to finance restaurant operations
using the borrowing power of an outside contractor. Finally, the
[[underlined]] ad hoc [[/underlined]] committee recommends that the
Smithsonian staff periodically apprise the Regents and the
Congressional Committees with oversight over the Smithsonian of the
progress of this project.

In discussion it was pointed out that the use of a concessionaire's capital
for construction would create a large potential liability to the Institution
should such a contract need to be severed. After further discussion, it
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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