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THEATRE TALK

"Once in the course of an ill-spent life, it was my fate to go to the theatre
some two hundred and fifty times in one year. On business, | need not
add; one would hardly do that sort of thing for pleasure. | was paid to go.
"By the end of the year - and for that matter, long before our planet has
completed its orbit around the sun - | had come to the conclusion that |
was not paid enough for this particular job."

-ALDOUC HUXLEY

Vanity, June 1924

"The theatre is two boards, two trestles, and a passion." - LOPE DE
VEGA

"...I'd rather lose a batch of big money just to get the feel of that live
audience.

You just can't beat that! My first taste of it came with Hatful of Rain. I'll
never forget the time | thought | heard a door slam during the every
performance. It was driving me bats. Finally | blew up, only to be told
that it wasn't a door slamming at all, but the sound of fifteen hundred
ladies snapping open their purses to reach for the Kleenex. Boy was |
surprised. But did | ever love it, after that."

-SHELLEY WINTERS quoted by John Gruen

"Not going to the theatre is like making one's toilet without a mirror."

- ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER
"l love criticism just so al it's unqualified praise." - NOEL COWARD
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(How Gene Wilder, born Jerome Silberman, chose his professional
name). "l had always liked Gene because of Thomas Wolfe's character
Eugene Grant in Look Homeward, Angel and Of Time and the River.
And | was always a great admirer of Thornton Wilder." - GENE WILDER

"When I'm on stage, | guess it's like the way it is for a lot of people when
they take a drug. It's another place. It's a privilege to get on a stage." -
ELIZABETH ASHLEY
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Brook's Atkinson's pithy review of a flop named Grandma's Diary:
"Opened by Mistake."

;Thg N%w York Times (Sept. 23, 1948)

"Somewhere a long time ago, | wrote that the theatre was my wife and
the movies my mistress. | wouldn't say the same thing today. If | had to
choose between the film and the theatre, | would certainly choose the
theatre. Movies are an obsession; the theatre, on the other hand, is an
agreeable metier which one pursues with tranquil joy."

-INGMAR BERGMAN

quoted by Edith Sorel in "Ingmar Bergman: "l confect Dreams and
Anguish"

(The New York Times, Arts & Leisure Section January 22, 1978).

When theatre critic Alexander Woollcott was asked to compose his own
epitaph, he responded with:

Alexander Woollcott

Who dies at the age of 92.

He never has imitation fruit in his dining room.

"I would rather have the tiers filled with audience than have the audience
filled with tears." - ANONYMOUS PRODUCER

"It is certainly time | went back to the theatre. Not because it is the
supposed right things to do, and not because you have a live audience
in front of you. It is the quality of work. And, more than that, every time
you get on stage it reminds you of all the reasons you wanted to be an
actor in the first place." - ROBIN ELLIS

quoted by Michael Owen in The New York Times

"The theatre is a place where you can hear every variety of cough." -
ROSE MORTINSON

"... the theatre is not a natural world for those who question whatever is
meant by glamour. One must, one should, pay fame the respect it
deserves, or leave it alone and someplace else to go. | have not been
able to do either and thus have often made myself and other people
uncomfortable. - LILLIAN HELLMAN in an Unfinished Woman
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Three French Classics.

Champagne.

Love.

Infini.

[limage - perfume]]

The most elegantly sensual of all French fragrances.
A classic fragrance from Caron.
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The world's best designers are at
S. SCHIFFMAN
- since 1912 on of New York's finest furriers.

Natural Squirrel

S. Schiffman

FURS INC.

40 WEST 56th STREE, NEW YORK 10019
(Off Fifth Avenue)

(212) 247-5253
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian
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