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The suffrages of the Museums are now fully dedicated to their child
visitors, and great is the opportunity of youth, both instructed and other
wise. But a very superior intelligence , not merely a diploma'd one is
needed for the introduction. It is a pity to dull an edge, instead of
sharpening it. Familiarity should not come first, or it will harden a surface
for feeing. The multitudinous objects combined with the multitudes of
people through which the child passes are likely to deaden the child's
sensibilities. Should it not be the study of the "docent" to overcome
these

disadvantages, *[[]] Unless he can watech performance and process, |
doubt whether any object of artwill find it's way into the appreciation o or
admiration of a child. Painting, sculpture, ,even armor ,or costume, may
be counted on to enter the child's consciousness with power,and give
him the happiness of a first sense of something great ,mysterious and
beautiful, beyond himself. Does a boy wander off toward his choic and
forget to follow.? Do not disturb that moment, patient docent. This is
perhaps the only contact with the god ,that will bless this hour.and i may
be for one child only. Do not handle or interrupt it. The child will ask
later, if something needs explaining. *[[-]]

Plastic art came into being as one of the great necessities of a grown
man, though in the childhood of his race. It was not his toy,or his
diversion. He created it ,because he needed it,for his religion and for
War and Love. As the plaything of either child or man it fails of it's
primal destiny. A child's knowledge should begin by reverence and
admiration. Thus are the elements of taste, and choice planted in his
heart by warmth and desire. and these are sensitive plants,that must be
watched, weeded and perhaps grafted upon.

ke o ———
"On Educating Children in the Plastic Arts," Cecilia Beaux

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted May-04-2024 05:12:41

The EIfCfapas of tha BussuEE &rFs =ap ful l¥y dfdiamtsd iz iPelc ahild

iRl EOEE - Rl et LAk e
ROrs, and ZrsAt 14 Che opportunlir gf Foooh, BoLh Lnx: e Afd atkap

wlas. BIL & very mgarior l=stelligarmas , Aok zersly & dlpioza” one 1k

aesded fOP LRt Sniro2uaiiogn. T L3 o pley e anl) Ry #ign; Inacepnd or

APATPENNAE 12 Familiavlly sheuld pet some Flees, o 15 mill hariea & =y

s = - Edg 3
rags fer fasipg. THT mulbizudeits anjacss casslned wizh Eha mxitizofes

e AT R b 5 =h ¢
OF pmupla thraagh whilzh the amild Paasas ArE lilkely to deades the ghild"a

[LETR IR e E GEocld L AOC be the study af ihe "dopsnes i nvErfamn

i
T T T P .
LREaR dlasdTeRiiTss, "Oalues b 440 milech pardorceocs med Pitamn, J

DRULE Father wny ohijsak of mrigil] 3

Fisd 12% way Inio the apprecinzion o

© aAmlPATIGR af o shs
or aAnlPatiGh af a shild, Falntimg, stulposrs, ,#vém armsT W0F soE-

U=Ey EaF DE eddnied o o sdler She abbld=s CORAGEIINENS Wwith TOEGT,nnd
i 1 zh 1

mivs Bla Lhe Bupplpgd® of & fivas amas of MESLhing ZPRGT =rFaiarbows
ard tamutiful, bayond piesslf. Did u Boy sasder of T Leward &is ilkla

ind faTEAt Lo Tob t =
3 Lo follow.F D= mat dIEGGFY Ehet mamsos, PATIMNG dsammt, Thi

LS perhapa i SEly ocontaan Witk tha god
ehlid
B B for ome anlye. Do pot Bosdle or interoups 1

wimnr will ®lesa thia Bedir.and i

F+ The o=ild ®ill mEg

inter, IF stcathisg Sasds azplainisg. ——

Flasiio ar; g =0 Gaing T
=8 Lnto IRE um one =T Che gragt o RN CiRE of & groms

BAR, BRauph in Sh# anlldhead 4f him caam.

Tt ma3 oot hia cof.or his dils

ETHEION. E9 oreatel LL  beasuss fis fpesded LheTor hila rallpion aptd far WhE

and Loy = layzhing & e
L 5 Ax che plaything of eitker Blld or man 1% falle of itrs

SHEEEcal deaciny. 4 Gnlla"a kncwledps should begls BF Févéraras ARl &d

1 B - R
WLFALlan. TRum ure che sleme=is of Laskss and cholas planted Ln his

e t =
SRAPL N WOTERE iod deslPe. and teas s IERAiRlYE plenin,that oot

1ohad
BRI, ramind s FEThErs grai-idd [IT-27

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art



Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

