
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Benjamin O. Davis Jr. Collection - Travel, South America, Documents
Extracted on Apr-23-2024 09:24:30

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/16786


                             

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

BRAZIL

[[Image - Map of Brazil]]

[[table]]
WEATHER IN RIO DE JANEIRO—Lat. S22°54'—Alt.30'

  |JAN.|FEB.|MAR.|ARP.|MAY|JUNE|JULY|AUG.|SEPT.|OCT.|
|NOV.|DEC.|

|Temp.Low|74°|76°|75°|73°|69°|67°|65°|66°|66°|69°|71°|73°|

|Temp. High|82°|83°|81°|78°|75°|74°|73°|73°|74°|75°|78°|81°|

Temp. Average|78°|80°|78°|81°|72°|71°|69°|70°|70°|72°|75°|77°|

Days of Rainfall
|13|11|12|10|10|7|6|7|11|12|12|14|

[[/table]]

LOCATION ... This huge country covering half of South America,
occupies the east-central section of the continent and includes several
climatic regions - the tropical Amazon basin near the equator, the sub-
tropical central section and the temperate climate of the mountainous
regions facing the southern coast.

CHARACTERISTICS ... Rio de Janeiro is a city of beauty, of white
buildings, mosaic walks, blue blue water, purple mountains. It is a city of
gayety, a carnival city, ready to amuse you, entrance you. Its
Copacabana Beach and its hotels are world famous. Its environs are
magnificent. Its climate is marvelous. You can have fun in Rio. The food
is wonderful, the hotels superb, the scenery fabulous.

POPULATION ... Estimated approximately 50,000,000, roughly a third of
the United States population.

SIZE ... 3,286,170 square miles, slightly larger than the United States.

CAPITAL ... Rio de Janeiro. The metropolitan area population of Rio is
approximately 2,500,000, bigger than Philadelphia proper.

GOVERNMENT ... A federation of 21 States and 4 Territories with a
President, a Federal Senate and a Chamber of Deputies.

HOW TO GET THERE ... By Pan American "Strato" Clipper 20 2/3
hours from New York. By ship from New York, about 11 days. Panair do
Brasil airline provides local air service within the country.

RIO DE JANEIRO
ACCOMMODATIONS ... The second city in South America has a
surprisingly short roster of hotels, so be sure to confirm your
reservations. Copacabana Palace is the best known hotel in Rio.
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Located at Copacabana Beach it has a magnificent view of the sea.
Rooms and small flats are available. There is a swimming pool, two
night clubs, and the clerks and porters speak English. Rates from $9.00
up. The Vogue just off the beach is the most expensive hotel in Rio.
Service is excellent. There is a night club and superb food. The Gloria is
older and closer to town. It is the best of the older hotels. There is a
night club and bar. The [[ink underlined]] Regente [[/ink underlined]] is
new with good accommodations. The Serrador is the best of the
commercial hotels in the city itself. The Miramar, the Excelsior, the Ouro
Verde and the Olinda are very new and very good. Good, modern and
expensive.

[[marginalia for Regente Hotel]] small & good [[/marginalia for Regente
Hotel]]

ARTS ... The National Museum at Quinta da Boa Vista Park is one of
the oldest in Brazil and was once the residence of Dom Pedro I and
Dom Pedro II. Interesting collections of mineralogy and ethnography.
National Historic Museum, Praca Marechal Ancora. Superb collection of
historical objects, silver, porcelain, paintings, etc. National Museum of
Fine Arts, Av. Rio Branco, houses collections of old paintings and
sculpture and also has a gallery for contemporary artists. The Museum
of Modern Art, Boa Vista Building. Av. President Vargas, exhibits of
modern painting and sculpture. Museum of Historical and Geographical
Institute, Praça Mahatma Gandhi, has interesting collection from the
period of the monarchy.

[[marginalia for The National Museum]] NO -> [[/marginalia for The
National Museum]]
[[marginalia for National Museum of Fine Arts]] No -> [[/marginalia for
National Museum of Fine Arts]]
[[marginalia for The Museum of Modern Art]] small -> will arrange
[[/marginalia for The Museum of Modern Art]]

BALLET ... Foreign and local ballet companies appear at the Teatro
Municipal during the season.

BANKS ... National City Bank of New York, Av. Rio Branco 85; First
National Bank of Boston, Av. Rio Branco 18; Royal Bank of Canada;
American Express Co., Rio Branco 120.
[[marginalia]] Exchange money at Cambio [[/marginalia]]

CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS ... New Year's Day. Pre-Lenten Carnival;
International Labor Day, May 1; St. John's Day, June 24th; St. Anthony's
Day and St. Peter's Day the same month make June a perpetual
holiday; Independence Day, September 7th; All Saints and All Souls
Days, November 1 and 2; Republic Day, November 15th; Christmas.

The Carnival in Rio is one of the gayest in the world. All business stops
for three days. There are costume balls, galas at clubs and private
homes, dancing in the streets, parades, lavish costumes, fireworks,
music, pretty girls and everything it takes to make a carnival and then
some. It is always held just before Lent.

CIGARETTES, PIPES, TOBACCO ... Brazilian cigars are among the
world's finest mild cigars. Swerdick Co. Makes the fines. American
cigarettes are expensive.
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CLIMATE ... It's always summer in Rio. During the winter season, June
to September, the nights are quite cool and there is an occasional cool
day. But temperatures below 50 degrees are almost unknown. It's often
very hot in Rio's summer.

CLUBS ... A. B. I. Brazilian Press Association (no cards needed.
Separate section for non-member guests); Halfway House, at top of
Standard Oil Building, and International Club are American business
men's luncheon clubs; American Chamber of Commerce and University
Club (for graduates and students of North American Universities), Av.
Graça Aranha 182; American Society (for information on American
colony) and American Legion, Av. Graça Aranha; Y.M.C.A. and
Y.W.C.A.; Rotary Club, Av. Nilo Peçanha. For golf and yacht clubs see
SPORTS.

COMMON COURTESIES AND LOCAL CUSTOMS ... Beware of the
traffic. If you are run over it's you who are sued, and the South
Americans drive with more abandon than we do. [[marginalia]] TRUE
LOTOCAO[[/marginalia]] The dinner hour is from 8 to 10 P.M. Cocktails
are at 7. Local businessmen stop between appointments for a cafésinho
(demitasse) at one of the innumerable sidewalk cafés.

COMMUNICATIONS ... Long distance telephone: Radio Internacional-
Radional; Telegrams and Radiograms and Cables; All America Cables,
Av. Rio Branco; Radio Internacional, Av. Almirante Barrosso; Radiobras,
Av. Rio Branco (for long distance dial O1); Western Telegraph Co., Rua
Candelaria; Air Mail to North America.
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian
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