* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Peenemiinde Interviews Project: Konrad D. Dannenberg
11/7/1989 (Tape 1 of 2) A

Extracted on Apr-17-2024 02:03:30

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and
reviewed this material. Your work enriches Smithsonian collections, making them
available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website
(transcription.si.edu), other Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it
maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its mission for the "increase and
diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website,
you accept and agree to abide by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives as source of the content
and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession
number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum Archives website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online
project, please contact Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives or
transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in
the Smithsonian Transcription Center.


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/17232

WEBVTT

00:00:05.000 --> 00:00:23.000
<i>MICHAEL NEUFELD</i>: OK, this is, uhh, interview with Konrad Dannenberg on November 7, 1989, in Huntsville, Alabama; interview by
Michael Neufeld --

00:00:23.000 --> 00:00:46.000
--um, OK, | want to start with the, we always start these interviews with a general biographical background information -- could you give your

birth date, birth place, occupation of your parents, and so forth, (that) kind of information --

00:00:46.000 --> 00:01:04.000
<i>KONRAD DANNENBERG</i>: Well | was born in Weienfels, which is just south of Leipzig, which is now pretty much in the news these
days. So, today, of course, it's eastern Germany, in those days, of course, there was just one Germany.

<i>MICHAEL NEUFELD</i>: It was Saxony --

00:01:04.000 --> 00:01:23.000
<i>KONRAD DANNENBERG</i>: Yeah -- My dad was in the army and he moved pretty soon after my birth, on the 5th of August 1912, he

moved pretty soon to Hanover and | really spent most of my youth years in Hanover. | went to school there, | visited the university in Hanover --

00:01:23.000 --> 00:01:52.000

-- and in the late 1920s we had some rocket tests taking place in the vicinity of Hanover. You may have heard about Burgwedel where some
Opel cars were being tested with -- [[crosstalk]] --

<i>MICHAEL NEUFELD</i>: --on the rail tracks --

<i>KONRAD DANNENBERG</i>: -- solid-propellant motors strapped to it? And we had a suitable racetrack, so they came to Hanover, and |

participated in these tests. | understand they made three of them, and | seem to recall that | saw two of them --

00:01:52.000 --> 00:02:16.026
-- and that interested me and some other people | worked with, some of my comrades at that time, to really become interested in rocketry. So |
started relatively early -- in fact, we were thinking about rocketry already before we saw these tests, and these tests just provided some

additional initiative, and uh --
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