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[[inside front cover]]MUSEUM NOTES

GERMAN V-2 ROCKET

The V-2 rocket was one of the most fearsome weapons of WWII.
Successor to the V-1 "Buzz Bomb" the V-2 inflicted death, destruction
and psychological fear on the citizens of Great Britain.

Just recently the Air Force Museum has obtained a WWII V-2 rocket
complete its original mobile launcher. It is uncertain at this early date
when and where the rocket will be displayed. It will require a fair amount
of restoration work first. But, this historic rocket will be a major addition
to the Museum's rocket history collection. The Museum currently has a
V-2 rocket engine on display in the Air Power Gallery. Readers are
urged to read the related article on the V-2 rocket by Arnie Crouch on
page 29 of this magazine.

"FIRST FLIGHT" MOSAIC MURAL

A very large mural depicting the famous photo of the Wright brothers'
first flight has been installed in Kettering Hall here at the Museum. The
mural is constructed of over 163,000 ceramic one-inch tiles. Each tile
contains an illustration related to the Wright Brothers. There are twenty
different illustrations of varying lightness and darkness. When placed is
a specific ordered arrangement these tiles form a reproduction of the
famous photo mentioned above. The mural has to be seen to be
appreciated.

[[image - photograph of V-2 rocket arriving at Air Force Museum]]

Newly arrived V-2 rocket. (Photo: AFMF)

Cover Photo: SAM 26000, the "Air Force One" of President John F.
Kennedy is greeted by local dignitaries upon its arrival at Wright-
Patterson AFB last May. Photo by Philip Handleman.

Morphis Has Arrived at the Air Force Museum

What is Morphis?

Morphis is a MovieRide Theater similar to a flight simulator. It consists of
a large futuristic capsule approximately 22 feet in length. The capsule is
capable of accommodating up to 14 passengers in contoured seats.

A passenger enters Morphis from a ramp and through its open gull wing
doors. Once passengers are inside, the doors close leaving the outside
world behind. The capsule is essentially a small theater. Inside
passengers are first advised of safety precautions and features. Then
the film begins.

Films are approximately four minutes long. Currently four films are being
shown at the Museum they are: "Harrier Jet," "Snowbirds" (aerial
demonstration team), "Alpha Jet," and Gorges (helicopter ride). As these
action films are shown the entire Morphis Capsule rotates and gyrates
on hydraulic lifts giving passengers the sensation of actually flying along

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

with the show.

If you haven't tried it—do so! If you have tried it, we bet you're ready to
go again!

[[image - drawing of Morphis Capsule MovieRide Theater exterior]]

...Also don't forget to attend our annual IMAX Holiday Film Festival. See
many of your all-time IMAX film favorites. We bring back the oldies but
goodies. Tentatively the festival is scheduled for mid-December through
New Year's weekend. Call (937) 253-IMAX for more details or
www.intecon.com/museum

[[end page]]
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

