
Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

Interview with Michael Asher,  March 1981 - Part 1
Extracted on Mar-29-2024 11:57:26

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and
reviewed this material. Your work enriches Smithsonian collections, making them
available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website
(transcription.si.edu), other Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it
maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its mission for the "increase and
diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website,
you accept and agree to abide by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the
Archives of American Art as source of the content and the project title as provided
at the top of the document. Include the accession number or collection name;
when possible, link to the Archives of American Art website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online
project, please contact Archives of American Art or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Archives of
American Art. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian
Transcription Center.

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/17540


WEBVTT 
 
00:10:57.000 --> 00:10:59.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Can you get that on camera? [[laughter]] 
 
00:10:59.000 --> 00:11:03.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: But it actually is kinda neat. 
 
00:11:03.000 --> 00:11:05.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: How about that? 
 
00:11:05.000 --> 00:11:07.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Cancel it. Cancel it. Cancel it. 
 
00:11:07.000 --> 00:11:09.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Send it with this. 
 
00:11:09.000 --> 00:11:10.000 
[[inaudible]] 
 
00:11:10.000 --> 00:11:15.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: That's just how, that's just how. Okay. 
 
00:11:15.000 --> 00:11:18.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: I mean, I [[very visually oriented?]]. 
 
00:11:18.000 --> 00:11:20.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Okay. 
 
00:11:20.000 --> 00:11:24.000 
[[stapling sounds]] 
 
00:11:24.000 --> 00:11:27.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Where did your interest in sound come from initially? 
 
00:11:27.000 --> 00:11:29.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: I mean, obviously you were using air initially. 
 
00:11:29.000 --> 00:11:30.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: I was six. 
 
00:11:30.000 --> 00:11:31.000 



<i>Michael Asher</i>: but yeah, yeah. 
 
00:11:31.000 --> 00:11:33.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Or lack of, really. 
 
00:11:33.000 --> 00:11:41.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: I mean I, but it was only to define some aspects of it 
 
00:11:41.000 --> 00:11:48.000 
[[inaudible]] 
 
00:11:48.000 --> 00:11:51.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: But I was sound scaping one. 
 
00:11:51.000 --> 00:11:53.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: [[Air seam??]]. It started it became more [[inaudible]] 
 
00:11:53.000 --> 00:11:56.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Did you ever show [[inaudible]] 
 
00:11:56.000 --> 00:11:58.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: I showed [[??]] 
 
00:11:58.000 --> 00:12:00.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: I was gonna ask you that, I was gonna ask you that before and I didn't. 
 
00:12:00.000 --> 00:12:05.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: I could be wrong. I showed two. 
 
00:12:05.000 --> 00:12:07.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: And you were showing [[??]] shows? 
 
00:12:07.000 --> 00:12:09.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Both were 
 
00:12:09.000 --> 00:12:13.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Yeah, I showed two, uh three. 
 
00:12:13.000 --> 00:12:15.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Two. I showed two. 
 
00:12:15.000 --> 00:12:20.000 



<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: And you were where? 
 
00:12:20.000 --> 00:12:33.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: OnE in '69 and one in [[ Fort ??]] 
 
00:12:33.000 --> 00:12:38.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: There might have been 4 but I-- 
 
00:12:38.000 --> 00:12:46.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: It's just, you know, [[inaudible]] so now I just write up [[inaudible]] 
 
00:12:46.000 --> 00:12:49.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: So, I don't know. 
 
00:12:49.000 --> 00:12:51.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Yeah, I know I know 
 
00:12:51.000 --> 00:12:52.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Everybody knows. 
 
00:12:52.000 --> 00:12:55.000 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: No, nobody knows this. [[inaudible]] students 
 
00:12:55.000 --> 00:12:58.000 
<i>Michael Asher</i>: Yeah, Henry always tells me 
 
00:12:58.000 --> 00:12:59.401 
<i>Jan Butterfield</i>: Yeah, he always loves the students 



Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge -
shaping the future by preserving our heritage, discovering new knowledge, and
sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the Smithsonian is the
world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and
galleries, the National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an
active part of our mission through the Transcription Center. Together, we are
discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our history
and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

