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[[image - black and white drawing of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church with people walking on the sidewalk in front of it]]
[[caption]] Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded in
Philadelphia in 1794 [[/caption]]

"Upon This Rock"

Among the free Negros of the North, conditions were somewhat
different.  They began to build their own places of worship.  A favorite
text among them was: "Upon this rock I will build my church and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  One of their favorite songs
became "Go down, Moses, 'way down in Egypt land, and tell old
Pharoah to let my people go."

Pulled from his knees one Sunday while at prayer by a white usher in
the St. George Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, Richard
Allen made a firm resolution.  A few years later he founded the African
Methodist Episcopal denomination. Allen established in Philadelphia its
first meeting house - Bethel - dedicated in 1794, and became its first
bishop.  In New York, Peter Williams, sexton of the John Street
Methodist Church, finding his own people unwelcome there, led in the
founding of the A. M. E. Zion Church in 1796. And, from his earnings as
a tobacco merchant, he financed the building of its first temple.

[[image - black and white drawing of Reverend Richard Allen]]
[[caption]] The Reverend Richard Allen, like thousands of slaves, bought
his own freedom [[/caption]]
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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