
Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of African American History and Culture

Delegate Magazine 1978
Extracted on Mar-29-2024 04:50:23

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the National Museum of African
American History and Culture as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the
document. Include the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the National Museum of
African American History and Culture website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact National
Museum of African American History and Culture or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the National Museum of African American
History and Culture. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/17826


            

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

THE HONORABLE BENJAMIN L. HOOKS

On January 10th, 1977, the NAACP Board of Directors unanimously
elected the Honorable Benjamin L. Hooks, Executive Director of the
NAACP, effective August 1, 1977. Previously, Dr. Hooks was a
Commissioner with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in
Washington D.C.

Since 1956, Dr. Hooks has combined careers as lawyer, minister, and
businessman.

For several years, Dr. Hooks was an Assistant Public Defender in
Memphis, representing the legal interests of the poor and indigent. In
1965, the Governor of Tennessee appointed him Judge of Division IV,
Criminal Court of Shelby (Memphis). In 1966, he was elected to an
eight-year term as Shelby County Criminal Court Judge; however, in
1968, he resigned this position to resume the practice of law.

Dr. Hooks is a licensed minister who is on leave of absence from the
Middle Baptist Church, in Memphis, Tennessee, and the Greater New
Moriah Baptist Church, in Detroit, Michigan.

He was a co-founder and Vice President of the Mutual Federal Savings
and Loan Association (MFS & LA), and was with the MFS & LA from
1955 to 1969. He served as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Savings and Loan Association and of the Tri-State Bank of Memphis
until 1972.

Dr. Hooks was born in Memphis, Tennessee, on January 31, 1925. He
attended LeMoyne College and Howard University. In 1948, he
completed legal studies at DePaul University, College of Law, Chicago,
Illinois, where he received the J.D. Degree.

In 1946, Dr. Hooks received an honorable discharge from the U.S. Army
after service, in Italy, with the 92nd Infantry Division.

He is a Life Member of the NAACP, a member of the American Bar
Association, and a member of the Judicial Council of the NBA. He also
served on the Board of Directors of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, the Tennessee Council on Human Relations in Memphis,
and the Shelby County (Tenn.) Human Relations Committee.

Dr. Hooks and his wife, Frances, have a daughter, Mrs. Patricia Louise
Gray, and two grandchildren.

On 27 June 1969, EDGES, consisting of 27 Executives and
Professionals, was founded. On 30 June 1972, EDGES was
incorporated under the provisions of Section 402 of the Not-for-profit
Corporation Law, State of New York. Members are individuals who are
involved in activities or positions related to employment, affirmative
action, urban and community affairs efforts. The key letters of the major
thrust efforts of the Group form the acronym, EDGES, "E" for
employment; "D" for dissemination of information; "G" for group
development; "E" for economic awareness; and "S" for solving
problems.
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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On Twitter: @TranscribeSI
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