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THE CHARTER OF AFRICAN LODGE, No. 459

"TO ALL AND EVERY:

"Our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and loving Brethren: We, Thomas
Howard, Earl of Effingham, Lord Howard, etc., etc., etc., Acting Grand
Master under the authority of his Royal Highness, Henry Frederick,
Duke of Cumberland, etc., etc., etc., Grand Master of the Most Ancient &
Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons, send Greetings:

"KNOW YE That we, at the humble Petition of Our Right Trusty and well
loved Brethren, Prince Hall, Boston Smith, Thomas Sanderson, and
several other Brethren residing at Boston, New England, in North
America, Do hereby Constitute the said Brethren into a regular Lodge of
Free & Accepted Masons, under the Title or Denomination of the African
Lodge, to be opened in Boston, aforesaid. And do further, at their said
Petition and of the great Trust and Confidence reposed in each of the
said above named Brethren, hereby appoint the said Prince Hall to be
Master; Boston Smith, Senior Warden, and Thomas Sanderson, Junior
Warden, for the opening of the said Lodge, and for such further time
only as shall be thought proper by the Brethren thereof. It being our Will
that this, our appointment of the above Officers, shall in no wise affect
any future Election of Officers of the Lodge, but that such Election shall
be regulated agreeable to such By-Laws of the said Lodge as shall be
consistent with the general Laws of the Society, contained in the Book of
Constitutions. And we hereby will and require you, the said Prince Hall,
to take Special care that all and every the said Brethren are or have
been regularly made Masons and that they do observe, perform, and
keep all the Rules and Orders contained in the Book of Constitutions.
And, further, that you do from time to time cause to be entered in a Book
kept for that purpose, an account of your Proceedings in the Lodge,
together with all such Rules, Orders,
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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