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This launched the barnstorming era  [[strikethrough]] and
[[/strikethrough]] The bucks became hard to find. They discovered the
general public was getting used to the idea of airplanes. Promoters, too,
were a little shy about posting handsome sums of money and would no
longer offer guarantees. Occasionally a field with a good grandstand
complete with admission gate would be secured and that would get
some money.  None of the barnstormers ever equaled either in single
performances or when they abandoned a barnstorming career had even
come close to the earnings of the pioneer pilots.  Many times they flew
in open fields with no seating arrangements and no admission price.
One of the company passed the hat during the show and split the take.
This was a very precarious way to pick up operating expenses so
barnstorming gradually disappeared.

The climactic event of the summer, however, was my appearance in a
motion picture.  Motion pictures, like flying, had a pioneer stage and
after World War One, the motion picture theatre began to be patronized
by respectable people.  Movies were on their way to popularity.  I was
approached by the Champion Motion Picture Company of New Jersey,
which had decided to capitalize on the growing popularity of aviation
with the first drama about flying. I was offered the lead.  I accepted with
alacrity.  Motion pictures were new and exciting. I'd be flying so why
not?   It was so very, very convenient.  The locale of the story was
Mineola Field.  The leading man was Lee Hammond, not only a
handsome stack of man but a pioneer flier and a grand person. Most of
the story detail eludes me. I do recall the titled--it sounded like a pioneer
soaper, "The Aviator's Bride.  We had a ball making the picture.
[[strikethrough]] and [[/strikethrough]] One incident stands out in my
mind when all the trivia has gone. In one of the scenes, I was to land
and roll the plane right up to the camera for one of the early close-ups.
This sounds simple.  With those early plane with no brakes, it was
almost impossible to plan the exact stopping spot.  The halting point was
the result of the terrain.

Blanche Stuart Scott Collection - Scripts and Manuscripts
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-19-2024 10:23:55

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

