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I was able to perfect an arrangement with the management of the
apartment house for the services of a Chinese house-boy named Ing.
His duties were housekeeping in the morning and to cook dinner in the
late afternoon.  Ing gave me the impression he was very fond of music
and asked my permission to sit in the kitchen so he would have the
chance to listen to the piano playing of one of my guests who was quite
famous for his pianistic skills and a frequent visitor.  Music may have
been his pitch but he was a lot more interested in the tips he picked up
performing errands for my visitors.

The arrangement was excellent but like all excellent arrangements it had
a flaw ... that flaw was that it was an impossibility to teach Ing to answer
the telephone with any degree of either accuracy or commonsense.
This frequently occasioned some embarassment.  Often I'd come in and
inquire if there had been any telephone calls and he'd answer briefly
"Yes"

"Who called?", I'd ask
"I dunno"
"Did you ask them?"
"I just say, Missy fliah no home."
"Did they ask when I'd be home?"
"Oh yes"
"What did you tell them?"
"I say sometime.  Maybe today, maybe tomollow .. maybe next day."

I often wondered what thought chased each other around in the minds
of my callers when they received this typical Oriental round-and-round.

I soon learned that China-boys of 1912 were a class unto themselves.
They had many traits, some amusing others so completely baffling that
no one could possible understand.  For instance, they were absolutely
adamant about throwing out dead flowers.  On the other hand, once you
secured the employment of a China-boy, you would never be left high
and dry without notice.  They were abnormally sensitive and easily hurt,
very frequently
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