
Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

Anna Walinska's Travel Diary, 1954 November-1955 March
Extracted on Mar-29-2024 07:34:20

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Archives of American Art as source
of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number or
collection name; when possible, link to the Archives of American Art website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Archives of
American Art or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Archives of American Art. See this project
and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/19871


             

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

4

Nov. 15
[[strikethrough]]January 4[[/strikethrough]]

Garde movement in painting has intuitively (grasped) sensed this. It is in
a sense godlike to attempt to - recreate the beautiful accidents in
nature. again & again I am reminded of the cave paintings with the
colours of the autumnal earth - greyed Rose & blue violets, rosy ochres,
surprising notes of water in of opaque veridian with wonderful warm
brown Rock forms rising out of it. All this with every quality of
brushstroke Picasso has ever thought of.

Here, up in the sky, one is able, so to speak, to commune & converse
with the infinite, God, the supreme artist - The subliming of conception,
the tenderness of execution - The sky, so greyed blue, with accidental,
brush marks of warm, smoky sienna, a beautiful washed out orange &
palest greyed chrome yellows.
I think of Soutine, & his wild, romantic, subjective, [[?]], idealistic
approach to nature -
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- all so foreign to me. It has always been the classical approach in art -
the majestic objectivity which has always appealed to me, ever since I
can remember. Mondrian, with his rarified purism has captured this - but
lacks the poetic; tenderness of execution, which is why his work is so
formalistically cold.

Los Angeles.  Nov. 16
At Los Angeles airport.

Mlle Nicole Pauguin (Breton)

Charming young French girl, just arrived. overwhelmed with New York.

(Delay at air port from 8 P. M. & 3.45 AM. Crowded with all passengers
taken to the Knickerbocker Hotel where I was given a beautiful double
suite with bath & a DeLuxe breakfast - all as guest of P.A.A.

Small compensation for missing a day at Honolulu.  Two young men,
natives of Hawaii were advising me as to what to see.  One of them, an
Atomic construction worker, said "the world needs more women like you.
It seems that to him I represented culture, travel, the wisdom that comes
with experience
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