
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Correspondence of A. Roy Knabenshue, 1943-1953
Extracted on Apr-18-2024 10:04:06

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/19919


              

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

-6-

10. First robot planes.
11. Mass paratroop landings.
12. Air Transport Command (A.T.C.) and Naval Transport Command
(N.A.T.S.) during war operations.
a) Flying China's hump, etc.
13. Delivery of A-bomb; victory.

VII POST-WAR AND KOREA - Jets and guided missiles revolutionize
aviation.

Editorial (including statement by key person representative of era)
covering start of supersonic and guided missile age; demobilization of
U.S. war industry and reduction of aircraft production; struggle between
Airforce and Navy over big peacetime airforce; creation of Department
of Airforce in Defense Department; rapid growth of commercial
transportation - particularly air freight; airlines as medium of
transportation become key to developing backward countries;
remobilization of war industry after start of Korean War; Russia's
emergence as a first-rate airpower, etc.

A. Hasty demobilization of U.S. war industry - drop in aircraft production.
1. Lack of appropriations for proper research and development.
2. Heavy increase in passenger transportation by air - domestic and
overseas.
3. Increase of freight and non-scheduled airlines.

B. England keeps up research, produces good quality planes, pioneers
with jet airliners.

C. War in Korea - testing of American and British vs. Russian aircraft.
1. Russian aircraft industry improves in quality with help of German
scientists and slave labor appears to have passes U.S. in production.

D. Technological advances.
1. Guided missiles.
2. Improvement in radar, fire control, etc. (U.S. heavy jet planes vs.
Russia's lighter, faster planes)
3. Supersonic speed, problems of temperature, safety of pilot, etc.
4. Robot airplanes, etc.

E. Helicopters, private planes - flying for the individual.

F. The air world and U.S. air policy at aviation's half-century mark.

VIII  THE FUTURE - Man now dreams of conquering space.

Full page picture facing editorial text (including statement by key person
reprehensive of era) from Buck Rogers exploits to possibilities of
conquest of space; man's plans for exploration of the universe;
supersonic rocket ships, space stations, etc.

SPECIAL FEATURE - What makes an airplane fly (easy-to-understand,
illustrated section on basic principles of aerodynamics).
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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