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head of a functional operating group....The Firestone News Service,
dated January 7, 1961, announces the appointment of Frederick B.
Stevens as manager of mileage sales at the Firestone Tire & Rubber
Company. A 36-year Firestone veteran, Stevens joined the company's
student training class in 1924. After assignments in the development
department and in truck, bus, coach, and cab sales, he became general
sales operating man for the company in 1931. During the 30's he served
in the operating and sales divisions of the truck and bus tire department.
Mr. and Mrs. Stevens reside at 2040 Braewick Drive in Akron....Miss R.
M. Karapetoff Cobb, Technical Advisor to Lowe Paper Company,
Ridgefield, N.J., presented a technical paper during the 46th Annual
Meeting of the Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry
(TAPPI), February 20-23, 1961 at the Hotel Commodore in New York
City. Miss Cobb's paper was entitled: "Effect of Viscosity on the
Penetration of Adhesives into Paper." Miss Cobb is a graduate of Tufts
University with a B.S. degree in Chemistry. She also holds an M.S. from
M.I.T. She is a member of the American Chemical Society, the American
Chemical Society, the American Physical Society and the Society of
Rheology. She makes her home at 77 Grozier Road, Cambridge 38,
Mass.

We regret to report two deaths. . . .Frank F. Hobson, Lowell and
Tewksbury plumbing contractor, and head of the firm that bore his
name, died February 7 at Lowell General Hospital, a few hours after he
had suffered a heart seizure while at work. His home was at 113 North
Street, Tewksbury Center. He was in his 61st year. Born in Lowell, a son
of the late Charles H. and Mabel (Foster) Hobson, he was educated in
Lowell schools and was graduated from Chauncy Hall and Bryant and
Stratton school in Boston. He later furthered his education at M.I.T. He
had been secretary of the Lowell Master Plumbers Association for 25
years. A member of All Souls Church of Lowell, he was a past master of
William Sewall Gardner lodge, AF&AM of Lowell, and a past master by
affiliation of Wamesit lodge of Tewksbury. He is survived by his wife,
Gertrude F. (Caldwell) Hobson, a son, Richard F., and a daughter, Joan
C. Hobson, both of Tewksbury; two brothers, Charles F. Hobson of
Charleston, W. Va., and Col. George F. Hobson, USA, (ret.) and a
sister, Miss Sarah Hobson, both of South Portland, Me....Robert
Richardson died on December 15, 1960 in Clarcona, Fla., but we do not
have any further details to report as yet.

We wish to report the following address changes: Brig. Gen. William G.
Manley, 6430 S.W. 57th Court, Miami 43, Fla.; Edward McSweeney,
Perkins-Goodwin Co., 1 Rockfeller Plaza, New York 20, N.Y.; William J.
O'Shaughnessey, 284 Albemarle Place, Macon, Ga.; James I. Rooney,
3690-38th Street, N.W., Washington 16, D.C., Hermon F. Safford, 6435
Camino de la Costa, LaJolla, Calif.; Dunbar L. Shanklin, 12 Everett
Avenue, Winchester, Mass.; Harold S. Van Buren, Harbor Road,
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Harwich Port, Mass.--Herbert L. Hayden, Secretary, E. I. du Pont de
Nemours & Co., Leominster, Mass.; Albert S. Redway, Assistant
Secretary, 47 Deepwood Drive, Hamden, 17, Conn.

'24

The Lehrer Saga continues through the Orient, Land of Mystery. These
progress reports constitute something of a problem. They're so boiled
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down to start with it's difficult to do much more briefing and do them
justice. However, knowing The Review editors and what they'd say if I
asked for two full pages each month, we'll give it a try....Last month we
left Ray and Dot sampling 165 brands of Scotch in San Francisco. They
were able to make their 707 in time, however, and headed across the
Pacific for Tokyo with stops at Hawaii and Wake. They saw Mt. Fuji on
the way in and a little while later were sampling a gin concoction of the
same name in the Imperial Hotel. The Imperial, by the way, has "seven
superb restaurants." You'll find as this trip goes on the Lehrers are
eating and drinking their way around the world in high style.

There were several days in Japan with all sorts of trips and sortis. One
was to a hot springs area, but Ray balked at taking a bath with rubdown
by a "chubby little Japanese girl ... water was too hot!" They were aghast
at the terrific traffic snarls they ran into almost everywhere. "All roads
are overcrowded. There are plans for new ones as well as toll roads, but
there is just no place for the people to go to make room for the roads. It
was interesting to note that a driving school for training new drivers has
its own private roadway system with built-in hills, bridges, etc. It would
be suicide for learners to get out on the highway." And here's another bit
that emphasizes the overcrowding: "The population pressure has made
cremation mandatory, as there is no room for burial. A new apartment
building is being constructed to house the ashes of the departed--just as
we would lay out a new cemetery." At a time when public expenditures
for education are skyrocketing here, "There are no free schools, so
parents have to pay, but it is compulsory for children to go through the
equivalent of our Junior High School."

They went to the Kabuki Theatre, a Japanese wrestling school, a tea
ceremony, and a demonstration of flower arranging. Trains only stop at
a station for one minute, and if you don't make it you wait for the next
one. In the resulting crush lots of buttons get lost, so every station has a
button box which you're free to paw through and hunt for your own. They
went up the Tokyo Tower, "43 feet higher than the Eiffel Tower. At about
400 feet is an observation platform which holds 2,000 people." (Your
provincial secretary had never heard of it.) Theatre in general does not
exist, but there were plenty of night clubs, mostly strip-tease "with
emphasis on the 'strip.' I might add this was not part of the tour but had
to be ferreted out by oneself." That's our Ray.

So at last they boarded a Thai Airlines DC-6 for Taiwan. "First, hot
towels. Then cigarettes were passed, then a snack (lots of sandwiches),
shortly thereafter cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, then filet mignon, etc.,
with champagne and wines, and finally coffee, liquers and petits fours."
Well, he can always go on Metrecal when he gets home.

They arrived in Taipei on the Chinese New Year. "Taiwan seems to be a
home for some ten million resigned souls living a life of austerity. The
streets are crowded but mostly with people. There are few cars.
Underground bomb shelters ready for active use are everywhere.
Nationalist Chinese seem to have firmly ingrained in them no 'if' they will
return to the mainland but 'when.'" Then to Hong Kong with its "seething
mass of humanity, misery and filth," its sampans, junks, tailors who
make clothes while you wait (they got some), and a side excursion to
Macao where they saw the gate into Red China, lost a bit in a gambling
casino, and, of course, "had a very interesting Portuguese dinner with
excellent wines." That letter ended: "P.S. Here we are in Singapore, 75
miles north of the equator with bright sunshine and 90 degree heat---
wonderful!" We'll tell you all about Singapore food and drink next month.
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Now to more mundane things....Col. Walter H. Kennett has been
nominated for a second four-year term as Maine director of Civil
Defense....Brig. Gen. Frank J. McSherry is the new president of the
Boston Boy Scout Council....Hank Simonds made it back to California.
He got snowed in at New York, but from there on had bare roads all the
way, including crossing the Sierras. He did pick up one sad bit of news.
Helen Hardy Blackwell died of a stroke on January 26. She was a widow
and leaves one daughter.

The trip that the Ingram Lees had planned failed to materialize when Ike
had to have a major job of plumbing done on his house....The Griffin
Crafts got an unexpected trip because of adversity. Three bouts with
viruses made them think that the Caribbean would be healthier than
New York in mid-winter, so they took off for St. Croix for a month. They
went over to San Juan on a visit and tried to reach Al Roig without
success. Then, at a party for actors and patrons of the San Juan Drama
Festival, the first person they ran into was patron Roig, just back from
New York. The evening was long and the daiquiries plentiful, and a gay
time was had by all.

A couple of new Executive V.P.'s: Jimmie Crist has been just a plain
V.P. of the Southern Company heretofore, located in Birmingham. Now
he's back at home base in Atlanta with the more impressive title....And
Admiral Felix B. Stump, long top man of our Pacific Fleet, has retired.
He's now in Valley Forge, Executive Vice-president of the Freedom
Foundation.

A last sorry note: Leon T. Colman died unexpectedly in January. Leon
was a World War I veteran. From graduation until World War II he was
with Public Service of N.J., then for three
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