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and preparation in aeronautics. When the war in Europe began, our
country ranked fourteenth among the nations of the world in amounts
appropriated for aviation. Our appropriations were less than those of
China, Bulgaria, Brazil and Spain. When war started in Europe in 1914,
the development of the airplane followed under the intense conditions of
war. When America entered the war in April of 1917, we were without
experience and still in the novitiate stage of creating airplanes for
modern warfare.
     In all aviation history to that date, America had not built a single plane
fitted for use in battle. No American factory had made more than an
unsuccessful experimental attempt at creating battle planes. We had, up
to that period, made a few small types of engines and a few training
planes. Our country had never owned a modern service plane such as
were then being used in Europe.
     Our Army Air Service appropriation had for years been running only
from $150,000 to $300,000 a year. From 1908 to 1916 a total of but 59
airplanes of all types and for all purposes had been delivered to our
Army. The various nations involved in the World War, under the stress
of wartime necessity, had spent vast sums for designing, engineering,
producing airplanes and creating wartime aircraft industries in their
respective countries.
     Precisely what the different warring nations had accomplished in
aeronautics was then unknown to the United States. Through fear that
we might enter the war against them or otherwise aid their enemies,
none of the warring powers had been willing to allow America to learn
the details of its wartime aeronautical accomplishments. Our military
observers in each of the warring countries were deliberately kept in
ignorance of the details of the vital aeronautical accomplishments
achieved on any of the fronts. By virtue of this attitude our unexpected
Allies, when our country declared war against Germany, we found
ourselves with no definite idea of what to build for the requirements of
the western front, or of the engineering and performance characteristics
of the airplanes, engines and accessories essential for efficient action,
either at the time we declared war, or by the date it would be possible
for us to have an American Army under the American flag in Europe.
     In the spring of 1917, each of the allied nations hastened to send civil
and military missions to the United States to tell America how to manage
its part in the World War. Ideas in each of these missions differed vastly.
We had
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