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This method has produced good pilots, but it is painfully slow and has |
discouraged many. Only a very small fraction of the time on the field is

actually spent in gliding. Most of the boys and girls (from sixteen to sixty)

who take up this wonderful sport in this country must necessarily indulge

in it in their leisure hours. If they adopt the German method, it will be

several months for most of them before they have the true feel of the air.
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ground by a central pivotal point, the wheel, it can lean in all directions,
and the student learns from the first the use of the ailerons, elevator,
and rudder, and how to co-ordinate them. The inevitable mistakes of the
novice handling a strange machine are easily corrected by himself
because of the constant speed and the resulting constant air flow over
the control surfaces. Even in such a trip across a small pasture he has
time to react to the new condition and profit by his harmless mistakes.
Neither himself nor the ship is at all likely to be hurt at such slow speed,
and he does not leave the ground. After a half dozen such trips, which
are made in rapid succession, he has thoroughly familiarized himself
with the controls. He has learned to fly the ship in straight level flight on
the ground. There is no necessity of relying upon the opinion of the
instructor as to whether the student can properly co-ordinate his
controls. He has demonstrated this, and the element of guess-work has
been eliminated. He is then told to nose the ship up a little, the speed of
the car is increased slightly and he ascends to an altitude of three or
four feet. At this height he is towed across the field. He is up in the air
and flying, but at a perfectly safe altitude and speed, is free to cut loose
from the rope with his safety release whenever he wishes. He has had
one of the biggest thrills of his life. It is then only a matter of more trips
across the field with slowly increased
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