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What is Empire Day?

By Geo. Padmore.

On the twenty-fourth of May every year, the British imperialists and their
native lackeys in the colonies give thanks to their god that with the aid of
the Bible, rum and bullets they have stolen from India, parts of Africa
and China, and have enslaved hundreds of millions of colonial toilers in
these lands. This is Empire Day. With all the cynicism characteristic of
the most arrogant, haughty and hypocritical ruling class in the world - it
is also made a "great" day for rejoicing in the colonies.
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With flag waving, military display and jingo songs a la Rudyard Kipling,
millions of Negro, Indian, Chinese and other coloured children are
compelled to dress themselves up in gaudy Lancashire cloth, and with
the Union Jack - the symbol of oppression, assemble in public places
and listen to the most arrogant speeches of colonial governors,
missionaries and military officials.

Earl Jellicoe, Admiral-in-chief of the Fleet and president of the Empire
Day Movement, in a recent address to the school children of Britain
said:

"The celebration of the day brings before the people, and especially
before the young, the desirability of thinking imperially." (Emphasis ours
P.

In this way these imperialist overlords foster national hatred and
contempt for the peoples of other lands in the minds of working class
children. Empire Day celebration in the schools is also made an
occasion for spreading the most awful lies about the Soviet Union. The
writer remembers as a village schoolboy in a Britain colony, how the
European school inspector, the district-magistrate, and the parish priest
used to compete with one another in telling us how the Bolsheviks hated
the coloured races and that if is was not for the "mighty" British Empire -
"of which we must all be proud, and ready to defend with our lives", - the
Soviets would overrun Africa and enslave all the blacks, even worse
than the German "huns".

Furthermore, out of the starvation wages of the colonial toilers, their
children are compelled to make donations to all kinds of imperialist and
military campaigns - ranging from the King's birthday to Poppy Day.

When the true history of British colonial plunder comes to be written
from the point of view of the oppressed and exploited nations now under
the yoke of these imperialist murderers it will reveal some of the greatest
rackets that the world however known.

In Africa, the West Indies, and other British posessions [[possessions]],
the wives of the European bureaucrats, not satisfied that their men are
extorting millions of dollars out of the sweat and blood of the natives, are
also active in promoting their own pet rackets. In order to cover up the
predatory character of their doings, these proud Anglo-Saxon dames,
who by the way, are no less skillful than their husbands in
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