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BAT MITZVAH SERMONETTE
SARAH LEAVITT

OCTOBER 22, 1983 AT MITIVAN iSusiererre
SREAE LEATITE
My Torah portion is about the beginning of a family. The first Jewish CeEER 1T, 14k

family, in fact. Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac. When Sarah was told she
was to bear a child at the age of 90, she laughed, because she didn't

believe it. When her son was born, she named him Isaac, which is My Tarah parelan L6 stk bbe begiming of @ fasily. Ha
Hebrew for laughter. Now there was a family. The first one: a loving flowe aswlah fasily. in foct. Abvabas, Aasak, and Jassa.  Wies
father, mother, and son. Even though this was long before the ten T Ty o Ly PR L e B L e | TR L | g o S ey
commandments were given to Moses at Mt. Sinai, Isaac was already o P g I o e L e e L B L

observing the fifth commandment, Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother.
He was even ready to give up his whole life so that his father would not
have to disobey God's commands.

kim Imasc, whick ix Heborew for Lasshber Frer bharn wan a famdly_
Tha flcwt one: & Doving Jacher, sertder. sad son. Dven choogh this
war loag Bedcre cha tee ciEsarmisembs wwre giver to Momme st WE. ddnss,

Lomac was alrssdy abdsrvies the fifth commasfsact, Hocor Thy Taghs

As | was writing this, it occurred to me that not only was this the first

Jewish family, it was the one which we have been using as an example 238 Thy Hatkar. Be Wl s¥en cesdy to glve up him whals Iifs se ass
for the perfect family for over 3,000 years. Or have we? When hiln £aahik woild act hews bo dimctey Ged's comssrds.
Abraham was told by God, "Take thy son, thine only son, Isaac, whom e e R P e L
thou lovest," up to to Mt. Moriah to prepare him for the sacrifice, he went o R L e

hle o Elret Jewdsh femlly, ic wea phie Gse which ww Reawe baen

to do so without a moment of hesitation, never questioning God's will.
Of course, as you know, Isaac was not sacrificed at all. Was it joy that

Sklag ar an axampla for tha pardieas femlly Por oeez 3,000 ywarm.

Abraham felt then, or was it only the satisfaction of knowing that he had O Have sl Whan Abzabam sk wkid by God, "Take thy mom, thisze
proved his willingness to obey God's commands? only moa, Tmaao, whol ghis Lk up to M. Borish En poepece his
for tha macrlfios, he went 4o do mc withoot & momart of Eeadpsyios,
Had | been willing to do what Abraham did, which | doubt, | would have ~ raver questioin y God's will, Of courmm, s waw kaow, Tesbe sas ot
felt much joy that my family was still together. | think families are of the N T e L ey A A b TR b AMSE - A Ra R 1L

utmost importance. Maybe | should start by telling you my definition of a
family. A family does not have to be

nly the watizfaciion of kacwirg chie be Bed proved his willirgreas
ko obay od"s commande’

Ind I been wlillzg co do wihar Abrasem #id, whizh [ Scche, I
wemald Bava falt much jey chay By Pamily was still togethar. 1 think
famlllaw are of e bSodt isporfasce.  Mayte I sbould scart by

talling you sy deflaition of o Famdly. A& faally doss read hevs = i
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