
Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of American History

Bat Mitzvah Scrapbook Belonging to Sarah Leavitt
Extracted on Mar-29-2024 10:34:26

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the National Museum of American
History as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the
accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the National Museum of American History website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact National
Museum of American History or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the National Museum of American History. See
this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of American History

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of American History

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/23289
https://transcription.si.edu/project/23289


   

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of American History

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of American History

BAT MITZVAH SERMONETTE
SARAH LEAVITT
OCTOBER 22, 1983

My Torah portion is about the beginning of a family. The first Jewish
family, in fact.  Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac.  When Sarah was told she
was to bear a child at the age of 90, she laughed, because she didn't
believe it.  When her son was born, she named him Isaac, which is
Hebrew for laughter. Now there was a family.  The first one: a loving
father, mother, and son.  Even though this was long before the ten
commandments were given to Moses at Mt. Sinai, Isaac was already
observing the fifth commandment, Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother.
He was even ready to give up his whole life so that his father would not
have to disobey God's commands.

As I was writing this, it occurred to me that not only was this the first
Jewish family, it was the one which we have been using as an example
for the perfect family for over 3,000 years.  Or have we?  When
Abraham was told by God, "Take thy son, thine only son, Isaac, whom
thou lovest," up to to Mt. Moriah to prepare him for the sacrifice, he went
to do so without a moment of hesitation, never questioning God's will.
Of course, as you know, Isaac was not sacrificed at all.  Was it joy that
Abraham felt then, or was it only the satisfaction of knowing that he had
proved his willingness to obey God's commands?

Had I been willing to do what Abraham did, which I doubt, I would have
felt much joy that my family was still together.  I think families are of the
utmost importance.  Maybe I should start by telling you my definition of a
family.  A family does not have to be
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