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[[stamped]] FROM THE FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES OF
HAROLD E. MOREHOUSE [[/stamped]]

At Minneapolis, Minnesota, he met "Buffalo Bill" Cody who urged him to
make a foreign tour. As a result the following year he took his jumping
act to Europe, where he was a sensation and was presented with a gold
medal by the Balloon Society of Great Britain.

In 1892, Baldwin attempted his first airship, a combination balloon,
bicycle and propeller, but soon found he was unable to pedal it with his
own power. They year he also toured Mexico and Central America with
his halo and parachute act. During this time Baldwin had established a
balloon factory and shop in Quincy, lllinois where he made his home. He
continued his ballooning and chute work about the country, then in 1900
gave up the shop in lllinois and moved to San Francisco where he
continued his operations, at times using captive balloons to give people
a ride up and down for $1.00.

In 1903-1904 Baldwin negotiated with Professor J.J. Montgomery,
hoping, as an added attraction, to get a glider than could be dropped
from a balloon to glide to a landing, carrying a man, but this did not
workout. The success of the Santos Dumont airships in Europe from
1900 on inspired Baldwin to build another one at San Jose, California
late that year. Called the California Arrow, it was 52 feet long, 17 feet in
diameter and had a light spruce framework underneath that carried a
second hand 7 H.P., 2 cylinder Curtiss motorcycle engineer driving an 8
foot propeller at 150 R.P.M.

He first attempted to fly this airship at Idora Park, Oakland, California on
August 2nd, 1904, but it was too small to take him up as he then
weighed over 200 pounds. The following month Baldwin took the airship
to the St. Louis Missouri Balloon Exposition where again it refused to
carry his weight. A young balloonist, Roy Knabenshue, volunteered to fly
for him and succeeded in making seven flights with the California Arrow
at St. Louis during late October and early November, bit had several
harrowing experiences due to inexperience and a balky engine. After the
event Baldwin returned to Los Angeles where Knabenshue made seven
more flights in the ship beginning December 25th.

At that time Baldwin was building a new and somewhat larger airship,
using a new Curtiss 2 cylinder motorcycle engine. This ship, called the
City of Portland,

2

ik Mineg-lia, Mamobs be oed "Saifals E117 Godr vho weosd kis to
i o Fopudgn b, Ao reaulh bthe foilosdng rese be book ks jeeplsp et
o Immps; whare ba e 8 samsablon o sas rassnted wilk e gl ssdsl by tha
Balleon Soerlaly of DFetit CPLERLR,

In UFD Bmlieln cilagpled Fa Hrel alradn, o ascbinzblon ballcon, blomels
anl prijaller, Wik oen foand be s bl b peiel BF alth his sen poser. Thak
yair ba ale toured Herlss md Smiml Amrics dih be bellem md pteuls F
sty Dosing this ties Baldedn b esteblisbed o balleon faotery snd shap ia 3
Guing,; Niiscis siom b s s e Ihnm._lmhlhﬂumm;
mmmum.mmmmpnwmmummmuﬁa
hm-umumu-mw.umumnunw-gﬁ
b gl peaple & plds op med dam for (1,00,

In L=l Baldsin mogrblsled el frafesser &, d. Serkgomsay, boplng, =
s aided sblguoilon, ko get o glider Haat ecid e drseped free & Blleen Lo gllds
to o barding, eororing & men, el thls dld sct work out. The sccoess of the Gestos
Deswt cyabiza i Sesopo Pros 19060 m lsspdred Balded s b wild anter oe ot
G Joomy CELferide 1804 Whsl yeRF. Callsd Uss Cullfzprdc Areos, Ik wea 53 Ceak
Lang, IT feat ia dlasstor and hed o blghl sprote Crasseor enlemsdbh ot axerled
& semnd bond T Bafay @ o llaier Ourtl s torarels srgira drlving en 0 foct pee=
paller ot RS P,

mé.nn:wwrumm-hlm.ﬂMMMm
Sapiet 3, 150a,; bt Lk was Goo @) b Gaes bis ep s be then el ghed cwer 30
poenda, T Pallidag ol Rldds tsc B almhip o lhe B leils, Hyssoord
Il Eapoakiiom shawn agaiz Lk rafussl L 8aF%y hls weight, & young balleeslel,
Roy Soaboichisg, Feliikesrsl o fly for bl md secosded L Ridag svm fligsts
ey ke Califhends dovow ik i Lals &sring lets Tcbobor ond sirly Rerssber, Wi
Lurte il & ballyy sngiza, AfEes
misky (e Fars i chla

M A DRl

&1

dua B

il vl i —
B ba argnl
Ar Lha shlp loglmlagy Decachar 23th,
ik Bk Hos Mlsdn s bllIng & B ord pawnbat langer skrebip, uslsg &
oo Guiblsa 2 4y linder motarmyels engles, This allp, m—dniﬂlu-nlm-ﬂ.-?

the avost Haldein shors

Hi Aol

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Baldwin,
Thomas S.

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers

Extracted Mar-28-2024 11:29:57

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

