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THOMAS S. BALDWIN THoMis 5. B
Pioneer Aeronaut - Plane builder - Aviator Plonssr Asrceaut - Flane Sai1cer - #slatar
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Thomas S. Baldwin was born in Decatur, lllinois, June 30, 1854, the son
of a physician. He started school in 1862, and during his early boyhood
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At Hot Springs, Arkansas, a circus performer taught him tightwire

walking, then Baldwin joined the circus and remained a tightwire and NI A e o ARy £ K Ctykpa s N ring e e o,
trapeze artist for several years. After this, he devised a new attraction by [6 VEES Buldwid STretched 4 wire J00 Tost 198 betmsn ths CL9FY Fouge and
going up in a hot air balloon and performing on a trapeze during the - o :
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afternoon exhibitions by walking this wire back and forth, 90 to 100 feet
above the waves in the gorge below. From this act he went to captive
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he could jump from a balloon. swrmed bp &, Ban Tassell. an feleen dave Fark, Sen Froncisca, on Jewary ¥l. 1EET,

Aier rusk raperimeetiog and cameful trating, Osldwin mace tha Tirat pare-

ird landsd ie the Tront mard of @ sl bae. Follodisg 2his b fered kel y
After much experimenting and careful testing, Baldwin made the first
parachute jump ever made in the United States. He jumped from the gy )
balloon "Eclipse," owned by A. Van Tassell, at Golden Gate Park, San AL MtaRHpcT1s, HinEsstn, e el “Burfale BFNS (el o oraed 31n g mdn
Francisco, on January 30, 1887, and landed in the front yard of a small a faredge Eiur. Tha Pellewiie pesr A Reck hlL Jemoieg 01 10 Eurdpe, ehive he
house. Following this he immediately began traveling with his parachute,
giving exhibitions about the country.
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At Minneapolis, Minnesota, he met "Buffalo Bill" Cody who urged him to o T80y e Kl A VYt ol ek T L an b e
make a foreign tour. The following year he took his jumping act to cle ard propellec, Bes soon Taasd ke ms onsdle £3 pecal T Witk b i poer.

Europe, where he was a sensation and was presented with a gold
medal by the Balloon Society of Great Britain.
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In 1882, Baldwin attempted his first airship, a combination balloon,
bicycle and propeller, but soon found he was unable to pedal it with his
own power. That year he also toured Mexico and Central America with
his balloon and parachute
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