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HAROLD W. BLAKELY
Pioneer West Coast Aviator - Test Pilot Plorust Wasr Casar saiscar - Ta

Bavald M, Bk ly s ke 16 Movs Sesvis, Ceasda, bor dadormenion de Lake

Harold W. Blakely was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, but information is
lacking concerning his early life and education. During late 1910 he was ing croomming be wrly Ui aod sdscation:  eriag 1ste 1910 be vee rking
working for a firm in San Francisco, California, handling pumps and Yor m #4ew in San Pranclacs, Calllzmis, hesdifag pesps e coluted agilpmeni
related equipment. There he became acquainted with Joseph Cato and
friendship started that was to influence the balance of his life.
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Cato had been interested in aviation since early 1909, was engaged in e e S e Lol ¥ Rl 1

building planes, and had mad a few brief flights. As a result of this ST e e e A

association Blakely also became seriously interested in flying and the e e o L e o AR G L L FVIRLES 7 Kl s

two became working partners in aeronautical activities. cice Blakely aleo became serioualy taverested o f15deg and che ove becu
werking pacrcasds in denedeiisal seriviries.

During early 1911, they bought a used Curtiss-type plane from lvy Puring wuzly 1911, they bemghf @ wsed SuriEss-tepe pleee (res ivy Ralrelr

Baldwin which came with a partially completed 7-cylinder rotary engine. N e o e i o PR [ iy |

Together they rebuilt the plane and completed the engine, which was W e

ready for a tryout in early 1912. T L YL o o

The plane was taken to Sunset Field, Alameda, California, where they The pline win debir o Bt Tlald, Sleweds, Salifaends, vhée fhey oerrlod

carried on their operations for some time. With what help Cato could S ERaie wapear ons o caaila Mt bt ie foald g Him, Elnkel

give him, Blakely taught himself to fly on this plane, but he had a long ] 3

hard struggle. The rotary engine soon blew a cylinder and was wrecked, e cr e e KRN LN ot o Bl - Ly WAk AETmEE, e

following which a 3-cylinder Elbridge engine was installed. This engine Palarr eniiee sooe blov o cylinder sl wan wreched, fadleden obich & Sevrl irader

did not have sufficient power so a 50- [[strikethrough]] horsepower Tt P L e e

[[/strikethrough]] h.p., 4-cylinder Maximotor was substituted. This engine : & ; :

caused them a lot of trouble so in late September they installed a 4- R e L e L v [ et g P

cylinder Curtiss motor. In spite of several smashups, Blakely succeeded 2 26c 8f Croukie so in late Grpiesher thep tvstafbed o G-0rlieder OuTiie moar.

in flying successfully during 1912.

m spile of pevera] sresters, Biswly seccepded B fipdeg serceessdully dein

Through January and February, 1913, Blakely and Harvey Crawford had
a friendly flying rivalry in operation at Sunset Field. Blakely became
quite a stunt man and usually had the crowd on its feet when he was in
the air. In late February a propeller came apart during flight, but he
made a safe landing.
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