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carnivals through Oklahoma and Kansas.
On his 1914 machine he used a windshield for the first time. Landing = b li et low b oeec & sindshtals gop i, Ll
gears were a problem. Making landings and take-offs from pastures and
rough ground were severe, and Cessna experimented for some time
before he devised a gear to stand the punishment. His original Elbridge psas b o Pt fop. s Ll Tater
engine was used in the 1915 plane and that summer he exhibited at p Lo giasl te e stemed. e cpipine] CSplAge spiie w
Wichita, the first appearance of a monoplane there.

In the fall of 1916 Cessna took over one of the buildings of the former
Jones Motor Car Company in Wichita, and that winter built the first two T—lL -

aeroplanes ever made in that city. Called the Clyde V. Cessna s i T ey gy e
Aeroplane Factory, he employed five men. Both planes were gl B
monoplanes embodying some of his new ideas, the second one, called :

the "Comet", being his favorite. It incorporated his first attempt to Simew wrer el i Tk wiy  fa emmm leaplam
enclose the cockpit by a type of extended coupe-like windshield. Built ’ [ e a e e
during the spring of 1917 Cessna was very proud of this plane and it
performed exceedingly well, showing a speed of 124 M.P.H. On July 5th
he flew the Comet from Blackwell, Oklahoma to Wichita, Kansas, 76 s ek st o b & Ny of erbened e i whmt
miles, in 36 minutes. Early in 1917 Cessna was booked for an active eidaki. s dale B b e I
exhibition season but the entry of American into World War | brought
exhibition work to a standstill, so all his planes were returned to Rago, _t
Kansas where he operated his farm during the war. =F |, Flaw the Gomse fpog Bedoed 1, Uslaie . , 1o,
Aviation went through a period of distinct change after the war. There ¥ .

was an excess of aviators who wanted to continue flying and had to find i i
some way to make a living. Flying equipment could be purchased from = g b sy e T P ittt
military disposal at giveaway prices. Then, so-called barnstorming put 2 8 a1t Bbs plades oo reisced i Dug, Lnscs ;i < hia Fem. dupe
an end to the exhibition game, aeroplanes appeared everywhere and
plane rides were available at nominal prices. Throughout this period air-
minded Cessna bided his time and continued farming. He never lost = NP N, e SRR JERERSL M LA S B e
interest, but the kind of aviation game he had practiced was over. In = warmm of mdakon il o o Flying snd buel io find a2
Wichita a company was formed to do barnstorming, carry passengers
and make charter flights. :
In 1920 E. M. Laird formed the Wichita Aeroplane Company to build vemcy prites. Thi, Seddlled barnstorsing Pl s oo e e sh L
p|aneS, T L ol prryrinte B lew risee wewn srzlise] amire] =
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