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[[stamped]] FROM THE FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES OF
HAROLD E. MOREHOUSE [[/stamped]]

ROBERT G. FOWLER
Early Wright Pilot

[limagel]]
First to fly across the U.S. from West to East

Robert G. Fowler was born at San Francisco, California August 10,
1884. He attended local schools then graduated from Island Stanford
University. During his early life the family moved to Gilroy, California
where his father was engaged in the automobile business at the
beginning of that industry. Young Fowler loved automobiles and went
into this work with his father, soon becoming an expert driver and
mechanic.

This led him to engage in road races, hill climbs and track events
through the early 1900's. He reportedly drove the first Ford car west in
1903. In 1904 he held the record for circular trucks at Belmont Park,
New York. In 1905 he set a record when he drove from San Francisco to
Los Angeles in 24 hours. In 1906 he made this same run un 21 hours,
and later, in 1910, in 14 hours. During these years he also became a
renowned chauffeur on the west coast and drove for various
distinguished personages.

A lover of speed, Fowler naturally became interested in aviation
beginning with the first days of the Wright Brothers. This led him to the
North Island Curtiss camp at San Diego during the winter months of
1910-1911 where he reportedly assisted them with their engine
problems. There Fowler resolved he wanted to learn to fly. Big prize
money was waiting to be taken

1

ik L IRy oo U U A O el 56 Daal

atwrh U, Niw.mr duy Shen
Y e Powms lsa, Callfeewls
el 15 1. S allaciled
Lcsl amboala s pretobed
e indenl anlefl Uhlvefalily.
furing ki smrly e U Cadly
rorrel b 1oy, il Ferds
whama Bis Dallwr ma sopsped Ln
Nres oybteehd [a e raae al b
Imglesiag of Lhak Lofsler.
Toagy Fe=ler lowsd miscsllss
==l ek lola Lhio =ork mlith
nls Taihmr, soon boooioy mn
et driver md peTnale,
This 3ad hin io epsgm 1o
Fowl Faled, Bl pElaba s
ek vemir Shreogh Lhe amrir 1700, fo repdciedly dive s (Rt Ferl
i el ba 1500, In 10H Be bald Gka pecord Por cloemlor fewoby i Beloenl
wrk; Do Towks I 1900 be owh & recsrd wen ke devts Dres Lan Trumdses ke
o ingalas bn O Soww, Io 1906 lm oels bl = rm Lm Il beewrw, i
Eabeer; is 3730 in 3k beesrs. Taring Deee reirs e ales Tesss s pensmed
sl o b ek roerd o frovs Dor varioss (1880000 E e o PR
e & wewl, Foslar siboes] Dr temsam Lsberesded D= oviedlas o
siocing slik ks Pyl duge of L “ELfd Pedlimife. T Dl Wl bw Bl
Sopih lalesl Durtley cmp st e Tlag dericg U slebe —eflls af LFLS=191
whaow ba Fretelly sssliled L ias thadr @gice problans, Tierw Posler
reandred be meled b6 lsem o Flps BLE priss sy s ol bing o e G

i

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Fowler,
Robert G.

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers

Extracted Mar-29-2024 10:36:25

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

