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135 139
9 - THOMAS F. HAMILTON

FROM THE FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES OF HAROLD E.
MOREHOUSE

Early Plane Builder - Aviator - Propeller Manufacturer

Thomas F. Hamilton was born at Seattle, Washington, July 28, 1894. He
attended local grade and High Schools and took mechanical
engineering in High School.

[[image]]

After becoming interested in flying he designed, built and flew a glider in
1908. In 1909 he discontinued glider experiments and started to build a
Voisin-type biplane in partnership with a chum named Palmer. This
plane was to be powered by a 35 h.p., engine. [[strikethrough]] and
[[/strikethrough]] They also planned to build a Santos-Dumont
monoplane. In February, 1910 Hamilton and Palmer announced plans to
make planes for sale.

In June, 1910 Hamilton formed the Hamilton Aero Manufacturing
Company, successor to Hamilton and Palmer, to build planes for the
market, and he advertised "The Western Agency for Elbridge Engines
and Requa-Gibson Propellers, Gliders and Planes Made to Order -
Experienced Workmanship - Prompt Delivery". Early that year Hamilton
had taught himself to fly and reportedly made his first solo hop on May
28th, gaining the distinction of being the first person to fly in the State of
Washington, this having been done on a self-constructed plane.

In 1911 Hamilton built and flew a hydro [[strikethrough]] aeroplane
[[/strikethrough]] airplane powered by a 6-cylinder 60-90 h.p., Elbridge
engine. In December he completed his Hamilton Model X

1

TIEELS F. RAMTLTON

& REND E. BOrohLE
= Fropml leF banifarer

BaFly Flam 3qildeF = Selatcy

Treaems F, Kasdlion wan boen

al Seidfkle; Bishirghon, Jfuly I,

LFY,. §e sitssdsd locel preds
i High Jekials and Look e
shaniz sl sapiraaring Lz Egh
Satwml,

Aliar becoming iatarested
Lt Flylag ba desipiesd, ballt med
flam & glidar in 17WHE. I[= 1MW

s dfpeiiblmand plifay someri-

R
g ii

plearad tz teild s Sinbos-fupt mnsplEe, In Fpiroary, 1900 Sestilien ard

manky mn alarted o bulll & k
Faledreiyme Biplas in partzer-
prip mith 4 fhas feeexd Falssr,
TELs plade wud oo ba posared by

P
i n A R angine 88 ey sl2a

Falmer smoasded plaas o saks ploras for @l

In usa, LU0 HasLlton fored ths Faadlion kars Enacleciuring Lesparmy
EceaaEr @ Hedlion sd Fadser, te todld plama foc the spket, and ke adhar-
biped *The Weztern Ageney or Elbrldgs Enginas asd Sscoa~(iboon pripelless,
Slideza arl Flafeqiisds btz Order - Mzprience] arssaselip = Prosgt Delivery®.
Farly ibat psar |;=|._|._-‘ hd paaast Rimall o Tir snd mpoctadly okde (K]
Tirzi aale bip op sy 3kk, puining bhe distieotlas of badng Sa Nizgk persn
b0 FLF Le fhe Jisie of Bechlagtes, t3is hoving bean docm on & sellf-sonetres bed
plisga

In 1301 Ssmiivon iadti asd flew o hpdee berdplires powsred by s Gcplisler
bG—?L-;E-I.I Flketidge sngina.  1n Iecesber g completad hla Easdlton Exdel B

1

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Hamilton,
Thomas F.

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers

Extracted Apr-19-2024 06:53:36

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

