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EDWARD B. HEATH
Pioneer Light Plane Builder - Pilot

FROM THE
FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES
OF HAROLD E. HOREHOUSE

Edward B. Heath was born in Brooklyn, New York November 17th,
1888. He attended schools there and graduated from Lincoln High in
1907. He developed an early interest in anything mechanical and this
led to motorcycling. He became quite an expert with them and did some
racing.

The first published articles on aviation fascinated Heath and he began
building and experimenting with gliders while still in school.

[[image - A portrait of Edward B. Heath]]

He build his first powered [[crossed-out]]machine[[/crossed-out]] airplane
in 1908 and after continued experimenting succeeded in making his first
straightaway flight at the Antlers Club Grounds, Amsterdam, New York,
on October 10th, 1909. Coming down, the landing gear collapsed but he
was not injured. On November 2d[[2nd]] he made another half-mile hop
at the Fonda, New York Fair Grounds and nosed over in landing,
breaking the propeller.

On July 3th, 1910 Heath made a short flight at the Amsterdam Fair
Grounds for $500 and again smashed up in landing. He also sold 200
post card photos of his plane.

By this time Heath made up his mind he really wanted to get into
aviation, so decided to go to Hammondsport to see Glenn Curtiss, as
the two had met while racing motorcycles. At Hammondsport Curtiss
gave Heath a job, but he was dis[[crossed-out]]gusted[[/crossed-
out]]appointed when [[crossed-out]]he was[[/crossed-out]] put in the
motorcycle department. There, however, Heath met

1

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Heath,
Edward B.
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-23-2024 09:44:24

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

