* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Heath, Edward B.
Extracted on Apr-20-2024 09:23:26

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/23866

Sometime during the winter of 1910-1911 Heath went to Chicago, where
he established an Aero Supply Company to make parts and accessories
for home builders of planes, principally mail-order business. His first ads
in the early aviation magazines of April, 1911, read: "The E.B. Heath
Aerial Vehicle Company, Chicago. Everything for aircraft, parts made to
order -- props, hardware and material." This was undoubtedly one of the
first such aeronautical supply companies in the United States. Although
limited in sales and varieties of materials, he was able to keep the
business going. He then bought out Chicagoan Carl Bates in 1912;
Bates had developed some aviation engines and they were added to the
Heath Catalog.

After acquiring these engines Heath started building complete aircraft,
principally for his own experimentation. During this work he reportedly
built one of the smallest practical flying boats ever made. In 1916 Heath
had a bad fire which destroyed his original shop, at which time he
moved to a new and more desirable location with better facilities. The
status of his company continued as a very small operation until after
World War | when Heath, like so many others, started to buy and sell
Government war surplus airplanes, motors and aviation equipment that
were flooding the market at that time. This gave him a new start, and
with the name of his firm changed to the Heath Aeroplane Company, he
soon became more active in designing and building new planes.

In 1912 he designed and began building a biplane to use an OX engine.
Completed in 1922 it somewhat resembled a Jenny, but with additional
wing area and of lighter construction, it was capable of carrying more
load and had a slower takeoff and landing speed. Called the Heath
"Favorite," the bottom surface of the lower wing was transparent and
frosted. Any type of sign could be painted on it and changed from time
to time. With internal wing illumination and the plane could be flown at
night displaying aerial ads after dark. Heath used this plane for some
time in and around Chicago as a general utility machine.

About this time he also did considerable experimental work on the OX
engine

2.

Bumir | b dwrlig Vs wdager af LR 1811 Heat wral e Chleags, whese
b= swiahlinked an Aara Sepply Compuay Co mados PACCE A0 accossories for home

bl lders @ plares, priscipally meil-ceder alsess. Elw Hret sds in £ha

[t =srly setarion ssgamfram of MRFEE, 1911, Tesdr “Tee E.N. Mesrd Sarial Vehicla

Compary, Chleags. Dwmryehing for adrevals, pearcs sls oo ordeC-——poops, v i

wrl makecinl,” This wam imdoubbediy com of the first wach asczrancical swpply
cempandem In ths Fedied Staees. Alckoagh Limdced in asles asd sarlscles of sarercisls,
he wii able pa beep che BlStaria guing. B8 Chéa boaghe sep Chicagods Sarl Rates

In L¥IT; Bates bad devwloped seme svlatlon segiree sod they wooe sdded bo tha

Janchk Caimlog.

Afpar sogedricg thess o6 gdnees Besch scarmed bullddsg cosplecs afcndc, “prisad-
pally fer his sve experimestadien, Buriag thdwe work be cepoztedly Tl ene of ERe
mmallewr pracidenl flylag bcarw avar mada. Im 1TLE Banck bad o Bed fimm wiylch das-
EriEsed hils GPfpledl ship, ak shich [Las ki mirced Do 6 v dod meve dinkl palle Lie

o {l:l:tl'hT‘\::{‘ll::lr facllitisn. The acacem of Bis cosparcy conmtizosd sa @ wary rmll
aperalbin wsil] @ler Sield Bar | when Brath, Liké de miap slbeis, Slaibed ba bue
and mall Govezrmemt war sorplus airplarcw, sacace acd avfatice sguipment that wera
flocading che savker a0 chan viss. This pave Bds & ool SCeErc, arad wich che s of Sie
fim chapged =o the Beath deroplese Comprap. ko opoom Secese mere acbive in Seslya-
irg smd Pedlsing v plorss.

L& 21857 he desdgiend sad begdn bullilsg & Biplaee - ta e a0 OF faginen, Cose-
pleied inm 1970 8k srecchat cesembled o J:::;-:.bul.;:'.ﬂ sdddlonal wicg area o
af Bdgkmer comacrsceden, ic wme capasls af cascyping socs losd aod Bad o mlowar
vakdadl anll Laaddig dfesid, Callad v -":un.'}...ﬁ.'ur,' Ehus bnpross  deirdics  af
the Zpvwpr wing wew frmspacert and Ecosteds Aoy bepw od wlgn omld b palobed
o dic end chragef from cimes co tise. Wich dozamal wisg 1l lumidacfse che plaos
ranld be (lawe a8 nlghl digplaying aeela] afs alies dagk, Bealh uird chis plass
fer somd tiza in end sroced Chlcags as 8 gerarsl aeiliey mchise.

-
- At Ehis Ties %e aldo A0 ssaaddevabls superimental wark an che (B ampses

i,

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Heath,
Edward B.

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers

Extracted Apr-20-2024 09:23:26

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

