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ST. CROIS JOHNSTONE
Early Chicago Monoplane Pilot . mmE JeesrTE

St. Croix Johnstone was born in Toronto, Canada, in 1885, son of a
prominent physician. When he was a small boy his parents moved to
Chicago, lllinois, where he attended local schools, and in his youth Loy, s B
raced motorcycles and automobiles. e P

With the advent of early aviation interest in the Chicago area he tried to
build and airplane, which was not a success. As a result he went to
Europe during the fall of 1910 and enrolled for a flying course at the tha fall af ¥330 and sorclled for & Flying cosrss ac che Baerles Scheol, lemde
Bleriot School, Hendon Aerodrome, near London, England. There, harolroms, sass Losden, England. There, throsgh Tewsaber, be o

through November, he learned to fly from instructor M. Pierre Prier.
Continuing his practice, Johnstone obtained F.A.I. British Flying License
No. 41, dated December 28, 1910. P.h.B. Briacisk Firles Cisesss b0, aved Drossher 1, 1%10,

lnmarenr sefuaved Yo ke UGaited Grates weey easliy im 1900, jojosd e

Johnstone returned to the United States very early in 1911, joined the HMakssal Satsrmabions] dvisters st Bevpsbesd, Long Tsdarsd, Kew Tork, snd hages
Moisant International Aviators at Hempstead, Long Island, New York, i

and began flying a Moisant-built Bleriot copy monoplane with a 50 h.p.

Gnome rotary engine. His first exhibition engagement was at an aviation sgta feline cxhibizion soppmett Wi IE Gn GrIsTL et i dics
meet in Havana, Cuba, beginning March 19th. Other Moisant aviators ek, bagineding Wardh L9713, Sthas Modassr avistars slss Flybag Chass war .
also flying there were French pilot Rene Barrier, Rene Simon, and
Rolland Garros. Curtiss pilot J. A. D. McCurdy also flew there, On March
22nd Johnstone made a flight over Havana and the harbor, then circled B[ Hclody ales Elew Ebeee. Dx Herch Tind Joboeieoc sede o Elighe over oo and
Morro Castle. While returning to the aviation field Johnstone engine cho bacber; fibem clrcbed Becrs Cascls, Unils Teiuming oo the sriscdes Bisld
began throwing oil badly and he was quickly drenched. Partially blinded, ;

he made a hasty bad landing and wrecked the landing gear, but was not

injured, This misfortune put him out of the remainder of the event. Atmiiad - ol e Tt Lonmifl g . S, ol i kg g, . e

e imscraccer K. Flaans rlsr., Complmilag Gle pradndce, Joldesoss oblalned

Returning to Long Island Johnstone resumed practice and on May 22nd Betumming 1o lasg laland Jobimiens resmied pRadtibr sad im Ray Thed wos
won a silver trophy offered by J.J. Lannin, owner of the Garden City BT var prepiy albersd b0t Lamin, samet ol von Eneden Sy Rendl, Tor' the
Hotel, for the first local aviator who flew three circuits over a course
between Mineola and his hotel. At that time Johnstone was flying
regularly around the Long Island flying field and soon "stole the nls
spotlight" among the local aviators. He raced trains, flew over polo
games, made cross-country flights and at times seemed to be trying to
establish and altitude record. On June 4th he made a fine thirty minute o i et g o B S E g e e, oy i R e

Wi Lrpbag Do safphiish en alilisde recar m Joee il he nedes fine ihirip wiesds

Iying [ield aad seon “wmols the spaclighc™ moog che local evistors: Be racad
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