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ST. CROIS JOHNSTONE
Early Chicago Monoplane Pilot . CREOE JTESSETIRE

Early Chicage Elexdez Hereplarm Fllot

St. Croix Johnstone was born in Toronto, Canada, in 1885, son of a

prominent physician. When he was a smaII boy hIS parents moved tO S, Crolx lshascass wnd beee do Torcono, Ceacoeds, bn LESS, sas of 8 presinsss
Chicago, lllinois, where he attended local schools, and in his youth ecklelon, St he sas & saadl by hils papmis sreed o Shbcaps v SlRinedn; v
raced mOtorCyCIeS and aUtomObIIes b siipoded Lispal sebosdp; ard In hls pif reced sobepcec!es gpd gaipsebd 1oy

MLih the sdwwet 22 gecly avietlon Intereet @3 e Thicap acoe bo cxded oo
With the advent of early aviation interest in the Chicago area he tried to
build and airplane, which was not a success. As a result he went to
Europe during the fall of 1910 and enrolled for a flying course at the tha fall of L3I0 ard seccllsd for & Flying codrss ac che Blels
Bleriot School, Hendon Aerodrome, near London, England. There, Jarciroms, masg Losden, Englaod. Thame, ciroagh Sevesber, ke Jswmed o Oy
through November, he learned to fly from instructor M. Pierre Prier.
Continuing his practice, Johnstone obtained F.A.I. British Flying License

buulld an alrpiaew. . which vas ot & weooree. &8 & resele ba wees o Bmops durin

chewl, Hersdon

fros Lascrascer . Fierme Frier, Coorlsafag G688 prascdes, Jolaemore obisined

No. 41, dated December 28, 1910. Foa.l. Erescdak Flyleg Licdsss o, &L, dated Dedesbes 38, 1900,
Minilans suijpaved §0 the Sl bed SLates seey surldy In 1%, Joloesd (e
Johnstone returned to the United States very early in 1911, joined the Holemt Fatermacicral dvistors st Bespatand. Loeg Talard, Mew Toric, and bagas

Moisant International Aviators at Hempstead, Long Island, New York,
and began flying a Moisant-built Bleriot copy monoplane with a 50 h.p.
Gnome rotary engine. His first exhibition engagement was at an aviation sagtar FIIven calihit o sapipmest s 48 an avlition et bn e,
meet in Havana, Cuba, beginning March 19th. Other Moisant aviators Eukiy buplanleg Haph 1918, OUker Malsel svliiirs ales Flpbag L5ar
also flying there were French pilot Rene Barrier, Rene Simon, and

Flptag & Fedespc-bullr Blsriors oopy Seedplind wich & 20 hp. OeSs TSLECs

Rolland Garros. Curtiss pilot J. A. D. McCurdy also flew there, On March N R A A R TS A s
22nd Johnstone made a flight over Havana and the harbor, then circled D jRchomny: ihge -Clurw: Eul ol ey n; T2l b o st ) EA KgAE: wyme: Marrs o’ i
Morro Castle. While returning to the aviation field Johnstone engine tha Barbor, than circled Barrs Cascle. Bhlls retuming ta the aviacdee $1s14

began throwing oil badly and he was quickly drenched. Partially blinded,
he made a hasty bad landing and wrecked the landing gear, but was not

Ichareors" anglod Sapsa cheowdeg 841 Eadly and Be wes quickly desschad. Parsdslly

injured, This misfortune put him out of the remainder of the event. Biadet; bl maa e Mok bl Taodigl s wpsitiad. vl bl ing et o ;
Iejadil, This alafarreae jai hidm ol of tee pesaladal & rhe pad

Returning to Long Island Johnstone resumed practice and on May 22nd Eriuming b leeg Talard Jolowions resssed practice snd on Hey find e s

won a silver trophy offered by J.J. Lannin, owner of the Garden City i S e g et

Hotel, for the first local aviator who flew three circuits over a course

between Mineola and his hotel. At that time Johnstone was flying L L e

regularly around the Long Island flying field and soon "stole the his bapal. At thac cime Jolomions wsn Fipag copelacly sccend the Long Dalesd
spotlight" among the local aviators. He raced trains, flew over polo

games, made cross-country flights and at times seemed to be trying to
establish and altitude record. On June 4th he made a fine thirty minute T RO, PR N N EORARSTFERCLY, (LR At e

a¢ trpéup eo eseablish an sltiosds cecacd. = Jurs Sch ba msdels Plae thSrey =deece

flying fisld sud sedn "eole the sparlighc® asseg che local avistora. He rased
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