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[[stamp]] FROM THE FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES OF HAROLD
E. MOREHOUSE [[/stamp]]

section of the city. He left Bridgeport March 5th and flew to Rye, New
York landing on the Golf Course. Weather again delayed him until
March 9th when he left Rye and headed for Governors Island, his final
destination. While flying at about 1300 feet five miles west of Rye his
engine quit. Descending he encountered some very gusty air near the
ground, hit a sea wall and came to rest in some mud flats off shore.
Jones was not injured but his plane was badly wrecked. Discouraged,
he made the last thirteen miles of his journey by rail to New York where
he faithfully delivered the parcel post to the Postmaster.

Again he had to rebuild his plane, and on March 22nd left Rye at
midnight to fly to Governors Island. This was probably the first midnight
cross-country flight ever attempted in the United States. All went well as
he flew over the Bronx and Harlem and down over Manhattan. There he
encountered a stiff westerly breeze which flew him off course. He
became confused and made a landing on the south shore of Long
Island, near the present Idlewild Airport, after being in the air about an
hour. Again he failed to reach his destination, but had enjoyed the
midnight flight. On March 25th he left there, flew over Brooklyn and
landed on Governors Island to finally complete his trip. It had taken him
56 days to fly the 230 miles, due largely to fogs, winter weather, his
inexperience and the hazards of cross-country flying at that early period,
but he had delivered the FIRST authorized Air Parcel Post ever to be
flown between those two major cities.

On April 5th Jones made a flight over Manhattan, then shipped his plane
back to Providence, where on April 25th he flew over a ball game in
progress at Rocky Point Baseball Field, and dropped a small parachute
to which was tied a message of good wishes to the Providence team.
On this flight a spark plug wire came off, forcing him to land nearby in
about four feet of water. This resulted in a smash up but he was not
injured. In the wreck the engine was submerged in salt water, and after
getting the plane out it caught fire and burned when he
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

