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of Laird's activities. Billy Burke had a friend in Oklahoma, Jake
Moellendeck, who had struck it rich in oil, then moved to Wichita,
Kansas. Being aviation minded through Burke, Moellendeck soon
played a leading role in establishing Wichita as an early aviation center.
Later in 1919 Laird was planning another new plane and Burke induced
him to move his operations to Wichita, Kansas, where he and
Moellendeck each put up $15,000. Laird contributed his completed
"Model S" planes, machinery, equipment and inventory of materials
valued at $15,000 and this three-member partnership formed the E. M.
Laird Company of Wichita to manufacture the new Laird 3-passenger
commercial plane, using war surplus Curtiss OX engines. A small
factory and flying field were established and the first plane was
completed in early 1920. Named the "Laird Swallow," [[strikethroughl]]
which soon proved to be a [[/strikethrough]] it soon became nationally
known [[strikethrough]] product. During early flight testing it was
[[/strikethrough]] and was [[strikethrough]] undoubtedly [[/strikethrough]]
the first truly commercial plane on the market after World War I. It was a
3-seat-tandem tractor biplane of 38-feet [[strikethrough]] ft.
[[/strikethrough]] span having a speed range of 38 - 84 [[strikethrough]]
M.P.H and a goodly [[/strikethrough]] m.p.h. A number of them were built
and sold.

Later that year serious friction developed between Burke and
Moellendeck. [[strikethrough]] and [[/strikethrough]] Burke withdrew from
the company, and returned to Oklahoma, accepting as settlement two
new Laird "Swallows", a large quantity of spare parts, and the Laird
dealership for Oklahoma. Since Burke had been doing all the flying,
Laird hired his old friend George E. "Buck" Weaver as replacement. All
seemed to be going well when Laird and Weaver left in April, 1921, to fly
a new Swallow to the West Coast to establish dealers there. While they
were gone Moellendeck hired Walter Beech as pilot and placed him in
charge of all flying operations. Very shortly Beech wrecked a new Laird
Swallow and two other pilots who were hired at that time also had
smashups. After some six to eight months Laird and Weaver returned
from the West Coast and Moellendeck requested Weaver's resignation
although he had a clean "no breakage" flying record. This, together with
the series of

8

Harold

al’ Iadsd¥s sctdvitdes. Billy Bufks b8d & foieod in Oclabomi; ke Moalisc—

deck, WhS Fad sirefkc A% Plek ia sil,thes méved b0 #lchisd, Feooas. Baiag
ariation eirdad thith Feck®, Essllendeik dotm plied & lsdding role la o
tablisalzy Rloelis ws &g early sefation eeptes, Later Sa 1519 Laipd g
plarning #acthar sew placs acd Berie irgduced ke bo movs Bis opsrationa to
Tichlis, Eanass, whoere be ind Wemllendeck sacy gt op 889,000, Badmd comtrte-
cbed bl zosplactsd "Made] IF plamgs, @sbliery, squipeenl asd Lovendory of
milerialy walusd ab FLE, 000 end Ehis fipss-meaber jactisratlp feed 4w B U.
Laird Gompany off Wizhdia to sarmisatere the few Laird Sopdoserger fomsereisl

plibe, ualrg mic serplos Geptiss OX erglses, & =sa]l Teotery ard Flyiag field

ware msldhlicked dad Ahs FLrab plxsa ma smpleisd i sarly 19, g

‘ecanrs =

mﬂ:ﬂ.h:li i lood]ly hmwﬁiﬁ;ﬂwim
..y-tll_ll_ﬂ_ h_hl- 'EILI.'ﬂ 3‘\:;Jl—:3-'.'-l_r;-lll-: FEbiEhEiTe tes f{rrt trely cmmereial plans
ol Lis lll--uh_'. iftaf Wirld Nic T, [k wio o mest-tezdss traziar Kplese of H-Ii'i"r
B, wpap hawdeg ® spsad Paigs n:H-mﬁMmrq: tham
mrs Teili apd gold,

Entar that yeaP d4ricus TEMiGz devolipel brlwecs Burks dol Wewllacdack,
i Tupics wlthdres Tros b me.l::.dl::l:ﬂal b0 Oilaboms; Sctceptdzg 6o satble-
mart twe rew Cafed “Swllows®, o largs gudolity of Spare parts gnd the ladrd
Emiklarabdp fop Olahosa, Sincs Boricy Pad Besq 22dng Al vee [1Fing Dalod Glesd
Ky ald frismd Saorga I, "Suck® Faavsr &8 Tajlatemiibe ALl Spemd L# ko golig
w1l whan Lalrd #cd Beawer laft ic dgrily 1331 to fly o mow Swdlow io the west

Scant to eesabiloh dodlars vmere. Welis thoy wiow goza Eesjlardack hired Maltar
Demcly an pdlat ssd plessd his &5 thesge of &L flring spepllons.  Very sberily
Beech wracksd u oew ladpd Sellow aged ted other plida whe were PAoed ab chsd
bizs mlac bad ssasbeps, After seme ode Be cigst seths Laied and Bedeer cetoomed
frvm Abs .-'n'_ -D.Dlll. and Boullesdese rocpeanted Resmis'e resdprneifos althsgph ba

Bl & elein " Graikige® flying recocd,  Thiz, togetber wita the serdas of

L]

E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Laird, Emil M.

"Mattie"
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-18-2024 04:55:25

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

