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[[stamp]] FROM THE FLYING PIONEERS BIOGRAPHIES OF HAROLD
E. MOREHOUSE [[/stamp]]

John W. McClaskey L Balidka, faia, Fohm
Pioneer Curtiss Pilot — Instructor 1577 Infemobden i

[[|mage]] ast. -..,. byt By Ewan

John W. McClaskey was born at Toledo, lowa, February 15th, 1877.
Information is lacking concerning his early life and education, but he
eventually enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, where in due it B [enibmaik, ¥
course he advanced to Lieutenant. This continued until he had served ot Chl oL oy k-
his period of enlistment, when he [[strikethrough]] retired /
[[/strikethrough]] resigned from the Service. After a period in civilian life TR

he re-enlisted for recruiting duty. o8 Pkt [y Lhm Jrrica,

While in this [[strikethrough]] service [[/strikethrough]] duty he became Gty

interested in aviation when he was detailed to attend the San Francisco

Meet held at Selfridge Field January 7[[strikethrough]]th[[/strikethrough]] il i

to 16 [[strikethrough]]th[[/strikethrough]], 1911. This meat was of a it in atts Sderbls 1

military nature and McClaskey was to assist with preparations for Ely's i

attempt to fly out to [[strikethrough]] a Navy ship [[/strikethrough]] the

U.S.S. "Pennsylvania" in the harbor, land, then take off and return to the Lutl 1eld a3 Jaliridos Fiald Jureory S8 ko 2R, 1YL, 4 :

flying field. At that [[strikethrough]] event [[/strikethrough]] time {aiy Eabim Arvd 0 Laskey wed 40 b M ek 1 tha revevl foe Elits wbbwest

McClaskey [[strikethrough]] became [[/strikethrough]] determined to ’ the, .5 5 P E el )

learn to fly. Ll sl e s Rt M e Bt )

i Plalil, ot ioe DEme Mol enlay SRR deter Toedl Lo en
: : : : : reas, DS i o WFLES

In June McClaskey obtained [[strikethrough]] a [[/strikethrough]] leave Ay dhirs M3 Lactiryy isbstiemd o Lot [12:) Lpm oiriefiy I ol 2y

from [[strikethrough]] the Service [[/strikethrough]] his [[strikethrough]] reba e T by ey T TR s

Navy [[/strikethrough]] duties to learn to fly, and [[strikethrough]] joined i : X e R e T

[[/strikethrough]] attended the Curtiss Flying School at Hammondsport, L Bl e et s et :

New York starting in July. There through the summer and fall months he boinay & 2eplnl, sl Eradr

took both land and water instruction and became a careful, well trained

pilot. At that time the school was using the side-by-side seating for

instructor and student, with the shift-over control arrangement, and arpmpeet, s medh ol Do el N

much of McClaskey's training was by Mr. Curtiss himself. In November e e e SRR o ma s, Cabifooals

the school moved to their North Island Base at San Diego, California 7
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