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John W. McClaskey IKN B, Rel1AREEY

Pioneer Curtiss Pilot - Instructor FEousnc Gastdya: PILSE = Tnse

John W. McClaskey was born at Toledo, lowa, February 15th, 1877. g L e e e s R e e ot
Information is lacking concerning his early life and education, but he e . - e R PP

eventually enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, where in due

course he advanced to Lieutenant. This continued until he had served =
his period of enlistment, when he retired from the Service. After a period Lisidivant. Thiz contimerd waild B nl seoved bie prrdod of enlisisoni, vhen
in civilian life he re-enlisted for recruiting duty.

k= mewlpoed . from the servlcs iftar a parded dn civllien 1ifs b= To-enlisoed
Eor mucouiciog dooy.

While in this duty he became interested in aviation when he was
detailed to attend the San Francisco Meet held at Selfridge Field P
January 7 to 16, 1911. This meet was of a military nature and B FAR S AR SO Dt e i WL Bt PR vy T L W10
McClaskey was to assist with the preparation for Ely's attempt to fly out Thli iiat wim o m ml] Dty carbn el Mckha vy wax . ta- annd s WA ED e prep
to the U.S.S Pennsylvania in the harbor, land, then takeoff and return to
the flying field. At that event McClaskey became determined to learn to

ﬂy v Innd. chap cabg off ard merom o the Flyleg FLADd. A char riss Weilssks

Medla in chia duy e feecome Lateresced ba sniaries vies b v detalied o

tdenf fer Ely's acremps oo fly cur o o J0505. “FeensrIvarda™ in cha hachar,

dacarmdsad co Jedrm co fls.

In June McClaskey obtained a leave from the Service to learn to fly, and [5 Juss WeClaskey chialred leave from Bie dobfes bo lears ke Ely, sed
joined the Curtiss Flying School at Hammondsport, New York, starting in

siiende e Ceredse Fly Tabaman vt lemondspare. Sea Tark. & tdng r uly.
July. There through the summer and fall months he took both land and — : 2 = ; Sy
water instruction and became a careful, well-trained pilot. At that time LRI LR e I e, Lk ety g bk e B arar
the school was using the side-by-side seating for instructor and student, = aad becass & saneful, well-arained pliot, &1 thal Lise Dbe scheel ves usir
with the shift-over control arrangement, and much of McClaskey's AT TR ey e S g T e e R e
training was by Mr. Curtiss himself. In November the school moved to SN ;
their North Island base at San Diego, California, for the winter, and e Sl M ey e R o 0w Y 7 ol L
McClaskey and the other students went along to complete their work Bapmber Ebe sches] mcwnd to chedr Morth Taland base at Ses Bege, Lalifernds,
and fly their license tests. Operations started at North Island on o o R et A P ol e R P
December 1st and McClaskey flew his license tests in near precision
during the week of the 15th, being one of four to qualify, then he eteatr mck aed-(hy: hele Jlevess: tepti  Opermtisos wtarted at darth fviind o
obtained F.A.l. Certificate No. 90, dated January 17, 1912. ¥ et [Cawl Ariaskey £1re bin lcores toss dn nerr grectslo durie B
upgl ol twe E3th. Befng e of Froor co cemlidy, ofen b obesioed T AT
About January 1, 1912, Curtiss hired McClaskey as an instructor at the R s IE
school where he had a class of six students, on both land and water B L B : 4
machines. i e Sl R i o e
woluinal iy boe il 2 clgee of sdx predumis, oo besh lard and wstar machizes
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