* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Martin, Glenn L.
Extracted on Mar-29-2024 10:40:47

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/24091

and Donald Douglas became his replacement. That Spring Martin was
belonging to sell planes to sportmen, and in June delivered two hydros
to the Dutch Government in Java.The flying school continued and
instructor Floyd Smith taught two distinguished wealthy sportsmen that
year, William Boeing of Seattle, Washington and Caleb Bragg of New
York City, both of whom later bought Martin planes. [[strikethrough]] and
[[/strikethrough]] Bragg became a stockholder and Vice-President of the
Glenn L. Martin Company. On October 27th Oscar Brindley won the
Curtiss Marine Trophy event of the year when he flew a Martin TT Hydro
554 miles during that day.

In June, 1916 a Martin aircraft engine was announced. It was a 140
[[strikethrough]] H.P. [[/strikethrough]] h.p., 8-cylinder Vee-type liquid-
cooled engine with welded steel cylinders and aluminum crankcase.
Reportedly it was the work of Martin, Bragg and Leigh Giriffith, but the
development was soon dropped. During that spring the Martin Model S
tandem, 2-seat hydro was announced, with a Hall-Scott 6-cylinder
engine. [[strikethrough]] and [[/strikethrough]] It set a number of new
records that year. The Martin Company was [[strikethrough]] then
[[/strikethrough]] also building Model TT training planes with 4-cylinder
Hall-Scott engines on Government orders. In early summer the Martin
Model R tractor was announced. It embodied many new improvements,
had a 46 foot span and used a 6-cylinder Hall-Scott engine.

During this period Martin's success attracted financially minded business
leaders in the Eastern United States. This group had already purchased
the Wright brothers' patents and assets of the original Wright Company
in Dayton.Ohio, together with the Simplex Automobile Company of
Brunswick,N.J., the Wright flying school at Hempstead, Long Island, and
the General Aeronautic Company of New York [[strikethrough]] who
were [[/strikethrough]] which handled foreign sales. [[strikethrough]]
representatives. [[/strikethrough]] With Caleb Bragg as a member, the
Wright-Martin Aircraft Corporation was formed in August, 1916, taking
over the Martin organization and the operation of the facilities in
California. At this time Donald Douglas left Martin and went with the
Army as an aviation consultant.

In this merger Martin was made Vice President in charge of aircraft
development, with an office in New York, but this move was not
satisfactory to him. He soon became frustrated with but little authority in
the affairs of a large corporation. The financiers knew little about
aviation, and practically no progress was being made. (Later the Wright
Aeronautical Corporation was formed from these mergers.) As a result,
Martin
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