
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Meyerhoffer, Ovar
S. "Swede"
Extracted on Mar-28-2024 07:50:36

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/24115


     

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Selfridge Flying Field January 7[[strikethrough]]th[[/strikethrough]] to
16[[strikethrough]]th[[/strikethrough]], 1911, where he entered the novice
events. He was taking only brief straightaway hops but was showing
great promise. He continued his practice and later that winter took his
plane to Oroville where he was soon making creditable flights. In April
he had a bad smashup when the running gear caught the top of a large
tree on takeoff. He was using a safety belt and was not injured, but his
plane was severely damaged. About this time the Shaffer Aero
Manufacturing Company was sold to Ed. Thompson and Roy Scott, two
San Francisco automobile [[strikethrough]]men[[/strikethrough]] dealers
and the name was changed to the California Aviation Company. Later in
1911 Meyerhoffer became affiliated with the new company in the supply
business, and also did considerable flying with his own machine.

In the spring of 1912 he began flying a new Roberts-powered Curtiss-
type pusher biplane for the California Aviation Company at their field at
Easton, California. That season he filled several exhibition dates for the
company, and in July was flying this plane at Sunset Field at Alameda,
California. In August he flew at the Amador County Fair, still using the
Roberts [[strikethrough]]Four[[/strikethrough]] -engined Curtiss. He was
flying actively at Sunset Field through the fall and
[[strikethrough]]exhibited[[/strikethrough]] at Ingleside Park, San
Francisco on November 24th.

In 1913 Meyerhoffer continued [[strikethrough]]his active[[/strikethrough]]
flying and also was the West Coast correspondent for
[[strikethrough]]AIRCRAFT[[/strikethrough]] Aircraft Magazine. In 1914
he tested several new planes made by the California Aviation Company.

In 1916 Meyerhoffer spent the season carrying passengers at San
Diego, California, using a
hydro[[strikethrough]]aero[[/strikethrough]]plane. He [[strikethrough]]was
very active here and[[/strikethrough]] made [[strikethrough]]an average
of[[/strikethrough]] from six to twenty flights a day and one day made
forty-two. Occasionally he flew sports fishermen out to sea, first locating
schools of fish from the air, then [[strikethrough]]landing in the best
spot[[/strikethrough]] alighting nearby to enjoy the sport. Later that year
he established an unofficial altitude record of 19,000 feet at Los Angeles
and was appointed Aerial Policeman at Venice, California.

During World War I he was an instructor at West Coast flying schools
and in 1918 was [[strikethrough]]chief[[/strikethrough]] in charge of the
Riverside Aviation Company flying school at Riverside, California. In
November of that year he did some flying for the Lougheed Aircraft
Company of Santa Barbara, California.
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