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3/2 Clarke THOMPSON =
Wealthly Sportsman Pilot

Clarkes Thompson was born at Merion Station, Pennsylvania, near

Philadelphia, October 13, 1875, son of the then President of the

Pennsylvania Railroad. He attended local schools, then Groton Prep Larkr Theepson vey bom gl @eies SEarien, Pennuylvmls, sear
School, Groton, Massachusetts. He entered Harvard University in 1895 pinfeecbar 11,187

and graduated in 1899. After leaving college he took a 3-year course at

the Altoona shops of the Pennnsylvania Railroad, then went into the i Dt R
employee of the railroad where he remained for about one year after tammachemuccadh sriniod Hapsard Fadmscadcy in 1895 md gradnated dn 1885
which he resigned. AR P e R S e

In April, 1908, he went to Europe and traveled extensively through Italy,
France and Great Britain. Following this he toured India, China, and
Japan. 10 Aprile 18, e wend D Faurope and craveled saceredvely threegh Coaly,

During his travels he became interested in aviation and returned home Iairing hi4 Cravels be becsss interested i psiatlon acd Teramed
to take up flying. He signed up for instruction with the George Beatty

School at Nassau Boulevard, Long Island, in the early spring of 1912. ;

There he learned to fly a Wright biplane and obtained F.A.l. License No. ac. Masmo Raubawnrds Long \xlieel, L ths adcly apcing af 191
112, dated April 10,1912. In the same class of students were L. H. ke g e S e Lagamd F.A.T. Licenss K3, 152, dated
DeRemer, Clifford Prodger, Wilber Andrews, William Piceller and F.W.

Kemper. At that time Thompson became a member of the Aero Club of
America.

Following this he returned to Europe to review aviation there and made RaLlavia § Ekin b Tetamed be fiipe co Tevies avistfes K e
a number of flights with Maurice Farman in France. It is reported that he PR RE et 1 et SRR el
also took some monoplane instruction while in Europe. AT R T

When he returned home he became very interested in American flying
boat developments, as many of his sportsmen friends were buying them duwelopmere, ua mamp af prr s Frisods wars beyirg ches for
for personal use. During the fall moths of 1914, Thompson made a e ety P R L

number of flights with the Jannus brothers in their flying boats at
Baltimore, Maryland. Some flights were made to hunt ducks from the air.

In June, 1915, Thompson ordered a new Curtiss Model F boat, with a I3 dwwc . 1LY, Thowpsdm ST3STEd 8 2
Curtiss OXX engine and went to Hammondsport, New York, for some I o al whinis - Mgl e NECK,
flying boat instruction to become acquainted with the controls and
operation. When his boat was
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