
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Welsh, Arthur L.
"Al"
Extracted on Mar-28-2024 09:48:02

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/24421


  

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

and Johnstone, and at that time Hoxsey gained national publicity when
he took Ex-President Theodore Roosevelt for a ride. Welsh made a fine
showing and was in the air a total of 16 hours, 13 minutes during the
event. On October 11th he won the James A. Blair Cup when he
established a new American endurance record of 3 hours, 11 minutes,
covering 120 miles during the flight. After the meet Welsh remained at
Kinloch for a few days and obtained his F.A.I. pilot license, No. 23,
dated October 23, 1910, to become the first licensed American aviator
of Jewish faith. From St. Louis he went to New York to enter the 1910
Belmont Park Meet already in progress and flew in that event until
October 31st. This was a large meet, and Wilbur and Orville Wright were
there with Brookins, Hoxsey, Johnstone, Parmelee and Turpin. Six
Curtiss pilots were also entered as well as a number of the leading
aviators of Great Britain and France. This was a gala occasion and the
Wright men put on a great show. Following the meet Welsh continued
his flying activities at Dayton for the remainder of the season, and on
December 24th took his sister, Mrs. Sidney Wiseman, for her first ride,
undoubtedly the first lady passenger of Jewish faith to fly in the United
States.

The 1911 flying season was a very busy one for Welsh, and as the
Wright School opened on April 1st he and Cliff Turpin were assigned as
instructors. That year was the largest training period in the history of the
school [[/strikethrough]] and they were kept very busy [[/strikethrough]]
with a continuous line of students. Among some of their first that year
were men whose names will forever be famous in the history of early
aviation - Lt. John Rodgers, U.S. Naval Aviator No. 2, Cal Rodgers,
Albert Lambert, Lieutenants Arnold and Milling, Oscar Brindley, Harry
Atwood, Howard Gill, and Andrew Drew. On every available flying day
the Simms Station training camp was a continuous aviation meet from
early morning until dark, with new students up with instructors and the
more advanced men practicing short flights, landings and take-offs.
Lieutenants H. H. Arnold and T. D. Milling arrived at the school in late
April. Arnold was assigned there from the 23rd Infantry Division, and
Welsh taught him to fly, starting May 3rd. His instruction was completed
on May 13th after 28 lessons, with 3 hours, 48 minutes total flying time.
Turpin taught Milling during the same period. Lt. Arnold remained a
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