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the "Pegasus."

In 1929 Willard became Vice President and Chief Engineer of the
California Aviation Company, a finance group to start an air freight
package service across the United States. The construction of an all-
metal plane was started and a 9-cylinder, 400 [[strikethrough]] H.P.
[[/strikethrough]] hp., diesel engine was to power it. Just as this
ambitious project was nicely under way the company folded up due to
the depression of the early Thirties. Willard then turned his interest to
the metal salvage business and founded a salvage and chemical plant
to conduct such an enterprise, which he carried on until World War 1.

Charles Willard was one of the
found|[strikethrough]Jer{[/strikethrough]ling members of the Early Bird
organization and has served in various capacities in that group. He
became a member of the early Aero Club of America in January, 1916.
On October 20, 1956, a plaque was dedicated in the Decatur, lllinois,
airport administration building, to commemorate the first flight ever made
there, flown by Willard in 1910. He was present and the honored guest
for that occasion. On December 10, 1960, Willard again made a flight
across Los Angeles, this time as a passenger, commemorating the 50th
year of his first crossing of that city in 1910.

[[strikethrough]] Early Bird [[/strikethrough]] Flying Pioneer extraordinary,
Charles F. Willard was undoubtedly one of the most noteworthy early
aviators in the United States. Self-taught on the first [[strikethrough]]
aeroplane [[/strikethrough]] airplane ever sold commercially, he
originated the early exhibition business to demonstrate man's ability to
fly to people everywhere. He flew with, and was one of, the greatest
early "Birdmen" in all the [[strikethrough]] first [[/strikethrough]] famed air
meets where immense crowds gathered to see the amazing spectacle of
the flying machine. He entered the flying game with seasoned
mechanical judgement and a good knowledge of engines, and became
a methodical, conservative aviator who had few accidents even though
he flew the [[strikethroughl]] very [[/strikethroughl] first types of planes.

As an engineer, designer, builder, and manufacturer of both planes and
engines, he served aviation in all its phases and richly deserves great

9

122 "Tapums."

In 1529 Millacd Gecama Ficw PmaeSdesni and Thlaf Ingloear of tha Cali-
Jornia ivissiza Géepdey, & [inance procp 4o sbict 4= 4i- Crelgkk packcags.
surrica Bzoeas Lhe Talitsd Gtates, Ths eiflFwtics 4f LA All-ssral plass
wia abicted sad & F-aylindsr, OO PE.I Elspsl anglns ma ba powwy dt, Tt
Ak ihls asdilous prolect was cdocaly todar war Mw coopdny Lolded oy dom io
s derramsiaz =f tha aicly Trd—sias. Hlilard then urmed Gis intearuat ta
bhe polil saleige builneas Spd Prisded & 38)Mags snd chasmical plant te -
dhiah gapah an szkeppriss, which b cappied on wrill Toold War 11,

Charlss WEllard was ose of ihe Soorcdgr mebary of ths Sasly 22rd organ-
fpation ard hay serred in warioos sepecities in thed gap. Ho el a
sxgber of Lhe slcly R Clhab of BSscied Lo Jémsbir, 19160 Of OolcdsrE 30,
IHA & plagos wax cecizates] in ihs Oszaiup, 1llisziz slrpect ecisficiafowilan
muilding, to coommmarats the fiyet flght aver cads thare, flowm By Wilismd
iz 19i0. He wax presant and the booooed peast far U sccdadas.  Thn Des
damber 25, L9S0 MILLAAY dgaln mida & ELigel deorids 1os Bpgeles, this tlss ag
A jaaaiger,; dimmeirsting Whe S0th year #f hls Pieet cresaing af that altr
ia 1810,

AP Tiring Ficcsar axtmawomdrary Gascles Fo Flllasd wis mne
dojptadly ose off Dhe oSt poléscrily sayly aviataps In bas Umliesd Skatas,
Self-tagsht =a tha Tipsi seroplans swer szld.coosarsislly, Bo oclgicalsd
tha sxrly schibdilos busissss fa descnrivabte mem's ebdlily be fy ke poeple
evarpetere. B Clew mlih, acd was cow af, the greatest sarly "Eydsan” la
8l tae firak fimed &lr $vets whife 1Respds cposds gutharsd to sas bha ssas—
ing wpaciacla of 2ka Llricg mmchime, 52 mmarsd the flpicg ghes with sciidre
md mechintical jodpement it @ good imowledpe of afglnes, S8 TEalmh & & -
eodical, comerriidra aristar wio bed few sobdaile e Siough he Tlew the
- n.rll-_plrh::ih

ka an engissar, deefpgsar, bolldar aad memafechoer of balk plides sl
ergpinea, be sepeed sviation La all dip plasss md cldsly desarven great

L

Harold E. Morehouse Flying Pioneers Biographies Collection - Willard,
Charles F.

Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers

Extracted Apr-19-2024 11:04:47

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives



* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

