
Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

Reuben Tam Diary, 1962-1974
Extracted on Apr-23-2024 09:42:02

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Archives of American Art as source
of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number or
collection name; when possible, link to the Archives of American Art website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Archives of
American Art or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Archives of American Art. See this project
and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/26259


Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Sept 11 '62
After a good afternoon at Lobster Cove sketching rocks + seas
After a mental review of my Hawaiian paintings.
And now after gazing at the moon over dark spruces
After struggling over "nature vs. art"-
Is the answer somewhere in between.
Not the invention,
not the representation
not the fiction of art
nor the prose of the physical as shaped by light.
But, for instance:
Anahola Mountain rising + disappearing:
or a wave as force, as sparkle.
A re-creation of a vision thru art, + thru nature.
Like:
The Coast of Fog.
like the full moon series
(colors of the observable night, or my own willed colors?)
- somewhere in between!
Like Ocean Morning
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