Smithsonian Institution
Freedmen's Bureau

Mississippi Assistant Commissioner, Reports, Narrative Reports from
Subordinate Officers, July—Dec. 1868, Part 2

Extracted on Mar-28-2024 05:04:48

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Freedmen's Bureau as source of the
content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number or collection
name; when possible, link to the Freedmen's Bureau website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Freedmen's
Bureau or transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Freedmen's Bureau. See this project and
other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Freedmen's Bureau


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/27754

everything. Perhaps one-fourth works for fixed wages of from $5.00 to
$12.00 pr month, and often an addition of 10 ¢ pr hundred pounds for
cotton picking. Rations are usually four pounds of pork and one peck of
meal for week. 1/8 to 1/4 of an acre is allowed each hand for a garden

[[2 columned table]]

|No. of sick to suffering from work|l know of none.|

|No. of rations issued | None.|

|Schools, chair members|Three now existing, two with very good
attendance, laugh one by a white, another by a colored teacher very
good ones, both from the North. Their schools are well attended. In
Greenville a county school for colored children is shortly to be built at
the same time with one for white children.|

|Maritalrelations of the freedmen|Of this | have no extensive knowledge.

Several disputes between colored people have incidentally shown
unlawful cohabitation. This being a river town, men often leave their
wives for months at the time or entirely, and the wives "take up" with
other men. Great ignorance seems to exist, perhaps is sometimes
affected, concerning the laws on this subject.|

|Disposition of whites toward the colored people.|Quite good. Cases
have occurred, where in making contracte and agreements, planters
have tried to take advantage of the freedmen's ignorance, but no more
than might be expected in any country where such opportunities offer.|
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