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LOVE STORIES

Old flames are rekindled and new loves are born in Proposals, a
romantic comedy by Neil Simon that finds the playwright far from his
usual urban haunts

by Sheryl Flatow

Neil Simon, at age 70—yes, 70!—is still evolving as a playwright.
Proposals, which opened last month at the Broadhurst Theatre, is
Simon's 30th Broadway production and, in many ways, it is unlike any of
the 29 that have gone before it. The Simon wit and humor are very
much in evidence, but the outdoor set designed by John Lee Beatty
immediately established a mellow and magical atmosphere foreign to
the playwright's familiar urban landscapes. The play takes place near a
resort in the Pocono Mountains, not-too-many miles but a world away
from the New York abodes that are the backdrop for most of Simon's
works. With the exception of the role of the father, portrayed by Dick
Latessa, none of the characters is inherently or emotionally Jewish. A
lead character is a black woman, played b remarkable L. Scott Caldwell,
marking the first time in his career that Simon has written a substantial
role for an African-American actor. That, in turn, compelled him to
modify his familiar cadences and inflections, and develop a rhythm of
speech which would be truer to this particular woman. "Her humor is
different," says Simon. "Her take on life is different."

Above: Neil Simon (inset) and (fr. l.) Kelly Bishop, L. Scott Caldwell and
Suzanne Cryer in Proposals
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THE NEW GS
FASTER. SLEEKER. MEANER.

DSTANT THUNDER, COLD AS STONE,
Naught-to-sixty in 5.8 seconds. Once a figment of the
A V8 SCREAMS DOWN FROM iTS THRONE.
imagination, now a fixture of intimidation. All courtesy of
ONE BY ONE, EACH CAR SUCCUMBS.
the 300-horsepower. 32-valve V8 which seethes within
SOMETHING WICKED
this, the fiercest, fastest automatic sedan in the world.
THIS WAY COMES.

Lexus
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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