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Men of the Month
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[[caption]] J. E. SPINGARN. [[/caption]]

Joel Elias Spingarn, president of the New York branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, stands in the front.
rank of the younger group of American scholars.  He is widely known in
this country and in Europe as an authority on literature, especially of the
sixteenth and seven-teeth centuries.

He was born in New York in 1875, and was graduated from Columbia in
1895.  After four years of post-graduate study at Harvard and Columbia
he received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the latter in 1899,
and was immediately made assistant in literature, under Professor
George E. Woodberry.  He was promoted to tutor in comparative
literature the following year; and when Professor Woodberry resigned
from Columbia in 1904, Dr. Spingarn succeeded him as adjunct
professor of comparative literature; he was promoted to a full
professorship in 1908, and was elected chairman of the division of
modern languages and literatures in 1910.  Phi Beta Kappa poet, 1901;
represented the university at the New York University Poe Centenary,
1909.  He recently engaged in a controversy with President Butler over
a question of academic freedom and was "relieved from academic
service" without explanation in March last.

Dr. Spingarn was the Republican nominee for member of Congress from
the eighteenth New York district in 1908; this is a hopelessly Democratic
constituency, but Professor Spingarn received eight thousand more
votes than any preceding Republican candidate.  Besides numerous
contributions to periodicals, chiefly articles of scholarly nature and some
verse, he has written the following books:

"History of Literary Criticism in the Renaissance," 1899; second edition,
1908; translated into Italian, 1905.
"American Scholarship: An Address Before the Congress of
Comparative History at Paris," 1900.
"Critical Essays of the Seventeenth Century," in three volumes,
published by the Oxford University Press, England, 1908-9.
"The New Criticism: A Lecture Delivered at Columbia University," 1911.
"The New Hesperides and Other Poems," 1911.
"Seventeenth Century Criticism," a chapter in the new "Cambridge
History of English Literature," published by the Cambridge University
Press, England.

Professor Spingarn has always been deeply interested in the colored
race as a race and in its struggle for justice and equal opportunity as an
ideal.  Last year he founded a little club for the colored men living near
his country home at Amenia, Dutchess Country, N.Y., the "Heart of
Hope Club," with its own ritual of initiation, clubhouse, etc.
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[[caption]] GILCHRIST STEWART. [[/caption]

Mr. Gilchrist Stewart, a young businessman and the chairman of the
vigilance committee of the New York branch or the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, was born in New York and
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received his first education in the city's public schools. Later, he went to
Tuskegee Institute and to Claflin University. He began the fight for the
Brownsville soldiers under the auspices of the Constitution League and
went to the spot to investigate.

Mr. Stewart was for some time a member of the Republican County
Committee and other political organizations. He has been identified with
a good many movements for the betterment of the condition of the
colored people on the west side. In the matter of the New York branch
the president hands to him a large part of the credit for the work of the
vigilance committee so far. An account of some of the cases taken up by
the branch is given under Association notes.
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[[caption]] ROBERT N. WOOD. [[/caption]

We give this month the photograph of Mr. Robert N. Wood, the leader of
the New York State Democracy, in connection with the success of the
colored people in obtaining the long desired Negro regiment. During the
last election Mr. Wood's organization did signal service to the
Democratic party in sending out literature and in getting the colored men
to vote the ticket. Over 250,000 circulars were distributed and there is
no doubt but that the colored vote materially helped to elect Governor
Dix.

Among the demands made at the time was one for a colored regiment.
The Democratic party was virtually pledged to give such an
organization. When the election was won the colored Democrats asked
for the regiment and made it clear that colored officers only would be
accepted. The bill was introduced in the Albany Assembly and was lost,
at first, largely owing to the fact that officers in the National Guard rank
according to the length of service, and it is therefore inevitable that at
some future day a colored colonel and the colored man's wife of the
white man's wife. On the defeat of the bill Mr. Wood conferred with the
leaders of the Democratic party in the State, who urged the Legislature
that the measure be reconsidered and the promise of the party to the
Negro be kept. The bill was reintroduced and passed, although the
governor has not yet signed it.

For sixteen years the colored citizens of the State have been trying to
get a regiment of their own. When, at the outbreak of the Spanish-
American war, a committee of colored men called on Governor Black
and asked that a colored regiment be formed they were told that the
Negro was not called on to show his patriotism. Governor Hughes, when
a similar request was made, referred it to a committee which said
nothing about it and later sent it to the Adjutant-General who later
disapproved it because of "social complications."

Mr. Wood is a good fighter and a born leader, as one must be to hold his
position. He was born in Washington and was educated in the New York
City public schools. To this education he adds information acquired by
extensive reading, especially "along the color line." He is a very ardent
advocate of the rights of the colored man and is one of the most active
members of the National Association.
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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