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WEBVTT

00:11:04.000 --> 00:11:12.000

no matter state what we may be. Finally a look into Southern African English poetry.

00:11:12.000 --> 00:11:29.000
As a result of the South African struggle over the past ten to fifteen years, you have this kind of great awakening. This mass of African, southern

African writers, writing in a protest kind of form.

00:11:29.000 --> 00:11:45.000
Because of that struggle there, poets writing in this vein, personals like L.D. Raditladi of Botswana, B.W. Vilakazi of South Africa, Vernon

February of South Africa, Daniel Kunene of South Africa.

00:11:45.000 --> 00:12:03.000
But the most respected South or Southern African poet is probably Dennis Brutus. Brutus's poetry reflects the-the epitome of the protest found in

other Southern African poetry writers.

00:12:03.000 --> 00:12:13.000

An example, here's a poem from Brutus's work, one of his many volumes, we take this one from the volume called Poem.

00:12:13.000 --> 00:12:28.000
In this particular poem Brutus talks about the suffering that the Southern African has to endure, but he adds the fact that among the native

Southern Africans the tenderness still survives.

00:12:28.000 --> 00:12:41.000
<i>Kuojo Yelekepala</i>: Somehow we survive and tenderness, frustrated, does not wither investigating searchlights rake our naked

unprotected contours;

00:12:41.000 --> 00:12:50.000

boots club the peeling door. But somehow we survive severance, deprivation, loss.

00:12:50.000 --> 00:13:05.000
Patrols uncoil along the asphalt dark hissing their menace to our lives, most cruel, all our land is scarred with terror, rendered unlovely and

unlovable;

00:13:05.000 --> 00:13:15.000

sundered are we and all our passionate surrender but somehow tenderness survives.

00:13:15.000 --> 00:13:17.848

<i>Brooks B. Robinson</i>: And again in the Southern African English poetry the element of the individual



* Smithsonian Institution

National Museum of African American History and Culture

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge -
shaping the future by preserving our heritage, discovering new knowledge, and
sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the Smithsonian is the
world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and
galleries, the National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an
active part of our mission through the Transcription Center. Together, we are
discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our history
and our world.

Join us!

The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

