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TWO INDIAN ARTISTS WHO MAKE POMO BASKETS S
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In the mountains of northwestern California live william and Mary, two Tao DRELE (ATIAT RHO MREE PONO RLTERTH

remarkable basket makers who are carrying on the ancient craft of their i a1

people, the Pomo Indians, who have produced some of the finest and 424 AP, twn pasarkmbls baskst mmbecs whe are earrying mm R
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ancestors developed to a degree of beauty and perfection that has byl AN W T ARLAR Thalr LAeLory deredopel doiTi
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Miss Grace Nicholson, a Pasadena art dealer and connoisseur has Son hah Eata It pempfbls for Hon motlsts e aenbiss Ehalr HACE
done much to foster the skill of William and Mary. Indeed, she has made m fga':';" 'ﬂ;__;t :‘r: :;ﬁ“‘;:r:h_?:ﬁl :‘:'ﬂ:{:iﬁﬂ:_;‘;::‘?ﬂ
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ighest point of perfection. It took Mary six years to'ma e one of the ettt e v e el e oo -
small, exquisitely woven baskets in Miss Nicholson's collections. At the parmazant srramgemanb. For buskeba bslca ad PAne as the Tt
collector's request she made the basket twice as fine as she had been ArysomE E#-—- H::htﬂh;mrr‘-#-t.r;; e {:—-b:nit::thuih—:&;
accustomed to weave and she received twice as much money in oy ,,‘,_1,:".".5,.: rakiantly smay at bhmlr sountsin oibin, gathac-
payment. The plan became a permanent arrangement. For baskets irg fibers, aoriing, splittlog and sareplog thas for the dslicate

; fi h di Mi Nichol id M dh sndle of wonwing. They hawe hosn saved Crom the Cespbatisza to
twice as fine as the ordinary ones Miss Nicholson paid Mary and her apeod up the preseases and be sespen and somserclalizs thelis
husband twice as much. She also provided them with money to live on, mermn, :J_:n:umim wilels tma dad to the deterderation of much of
so that the basket makers could work patiently away at their mountain v
cabin, gathering fibers, sorting splitting and scraping them for a delicate Tha materials amd Thelr Freparatlon
task of weaving. They have been saved from the temptation to speed up 411 Pomn Fusksbs are mwde pe o frasevork of alendar willow
the processes and to the cheapen and commercialize their wares, a Facke my A T N L
temptation which has led to the deterioration of much of Indian art. willow shocts -'-.,.f,'- amd ‘apply bha mema B Wasicsd reaksh,
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All Pomo baskets are made on a framework of slender willow shoots Fovh, i in “"""h“‘.L..,"".L = Hﬁt:ﬂ":ﬁi':'-ﬂiﬁimﬁﬁ AxS

and, except for the coarser baskets called "shakans," these shoots are il sten e it it Pt it Py

peeled and cured carefully. The Pomos call the willow shoots "bam," daFne with agy inbe tha ridh rin Mk bh s AL dn

and apply the name to various baskets. "Bam-tush" means evenly et T e i e b e e 2L

woven and "bam-shibu" means three bams. The willow tree is "bam- Trer #alor 13 despaped by plapizg the cocts in s mlztues of =od,
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The thread is obtained from the bark of shrubs and the roots of various
trees and grasses and is woven over the framework of bams. A sedge
with slender, grassy leaves and a long running root grows in moist soil in FiE
the Pomo country. The basket makers spilt the tough roots with their
teeth, coil them in bundles and dry them. This fiber is a pale cream color
when cured but it deepens with age into the rich brown that is so
beautiful in old Pomo baskets. "Tsu-wish" is the Indian name for the
brown root of a grass-like plant that is very important in Pomo basketry.
The color is deepened by placing the roots in a mixture of mud, ashes
and charcoal for from one to three days. The best of the fiber is then
nearly black.
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